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IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 

The Final part of The Mildred Burke 
story... 

Bill Watts—Hero to Heel to Hero . . 

Ricki Starr's own story of his love affair 
with Europe .. . 

An un-likely tag-team—Orton & Gra- 
ham... 

Paul Boesch—Wrestlings Man of many 
faces... 1 

And many other outstanding features 
and reports from all over the 

“ wold... 


A FAN OF THE DESTROYER 
Sirs: 

| have read articles about The Destroyer 
for four years now and | enjoy reading about 
him because he is a very good wrestler and 
has beaten most of the top men. 


| would like him to come to Pittsburgh and 
wrestle Bruno Sammartino. | think it would 
be a great match and draw a large crowd 
and maybe Bruno could do what no one 
has—unmask him. 
lvan Istvanic 
Monaca, Penna. 


SAYS KINISKI REAL CHAMPION 
Sirs: 
|. think your magazine is great. There is, 


‘however, one problem. | am aware of the 


fact that Gene Kiniski "defeated Lou Thesz 


* for the N.W.A. title. 


. make 


Before, this | was informed that Thesz was 
the world champion, yet your magazine rec- 
ognizes Bruno Sammartino as champion! 
Thesz beat Sammartino in Maple Leaf Gar- 

dens three years ago in a title match, Thesz 
has defeated all the top men over the years, 
why not a pin-up of Lou in a future issue? 

Bill Carrigan 

Uxbridge, Ont, Canada 
(Editor's Note: We do not recognize or list 
any wrestling champions. Bruno is the num- 
ber one man in our book. We have had a 
pin-up of Thesz only recently in the April, 
1965 issue. We still have а few back copies 
if you wish to buy one.) 


A FAN OF THE CANDID CORNER 
Sirs: 
| think the Fan's Candid Corner section 
of your magazine is very good. | am glad 
to see that you are giving fans a chance to 
submit some of their work. | have taken 
quite а few photographs of wrestling my- 
self, and | think some of them are just as 
good, if not better than some of the pho- 
tographs that | have seen in this section. 
Therefore, from time to time, | will send 
some of these photographs to you in the 
hope that they might be printed. 
Douglas Сараи! 
Polo, Illinois 


WANTS PIN-UP OF BOBO 
Sirs: 

First off, I'd like to say | think you have 
а great magazine. It's one of the best on 
the market. And those pin-ups of yours 
it even better. Thanks for all the 
great ones you've produced. Now here's one 
way to tomplete it: Please do a pin-up of 


S. ch , Bobo Brazil. Bobo is a 
WOY i age a fine guy, and favorite 
I'd love to see a pin-up of 


great wrestler, 
of the fans. 


him. So come on fellas, and make my col- 
lection complete. Get Bobo in there. Keep 
that fine magazine. 
Joyce Pinkney 
Baltimore, Md. 


SAYS SNYDER, GAGNE NO VILLAINS 
Sirs: 

| enjoy wrestling very much but, what is 
the matter with that Thomas D'Arrigo? Is he 
зоте kind of a "nyt" saying that Wilbur 
Snyder, Verne Gagne, Whipper Watson and 
Karl Gotch should be barred all over the 
world? 

What illegal hold does Snyder use? If 
you call his cobra twist illegal, Thomas must 
be a "nut," Could you call the sleeper hold 
of Gagne's illegal? But on top of it all 
he failed to mention Johnny Valentine who 
beats his opponents by using brow-beating 
tactics, 

Furthermore, your Editors put "Would Bar 
the Villains" for a title for his letter. Would 
you call the wrestlers mentioned above Vil- 
lains? | hope | have made my point clear. 

Linda Witschke 
Chicago, Ill. 
P.S. | dare you to print this letterllI— 
(Editor's Note—We take the dare.) 


SAYS KINISKI AND VON ERICH ARE 
THE ONLY CHAMPS ; 
Sirs: ; 

All the fans seem to think their favorites 
should be the champions. Can't you people 
see that there are only two champions? 
Canada's Pride and Glory, Gene Kiniski and 
Waldo Von Erich’ are the champions and | 
hope you fans will remember that. 

Beryl Lane 
Edmonton, Alt.. Canada 


(Continued on page б). 
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READERS' PROS AND CONS 
(continued from page 4) 

irs: 

Your magazine on Pro Wrestling is getting 
better and better and | would not miss a 
single copy. 

1 would like for you to help us out in 
having a contest for finding the Junior 
Heavyweights in single and Tag Team cham- 
pionships. 

| feel sure ‘this would prove very inter- 
esting to the fans and should draw more 
fans to our wrestling shows plus an increase 
in the sale of your magazine. 

Earl Elder 
Baltimore, Md. 


SAYS WALDO IS GREAT 
Sirs: 

In the readers’ pros and cons section of 
the February, 1966 issue of Wrestling Re- 
vue, a letter was published by Waldo Von 
Erich in which Waldo stated that he was 
the "greatest." The editor in his note told 
Waldo that self-praise stinks. | myself agree 
with the editor and | am sure that 99.99% 
of the other wrestling fans agree also but 
nevertheless credit should be given where 
credit is due. 

A story is long overdue on Waldo Von 
Erich. On April 13, 1963 Waldo defeated 
the supposedly great Verne Gagne in a 
nor-title Texas death match at Omaha, 


Nebraska, Waldo and Gagne met two other 
times; once before and once after the Texas 
death match, in title matches. Waldo, with- 


out the slightest benefit of a doubt would 
have defeated Gagne in both matches but 
in both these matches the referees had un- 
fair favoritism -towards Gagne and unjustly 
disqualified Waldo Yon Erich. 
Dean Parker 
Omaha, Neb. 


WRESTLING IS NO "FAKE" 
Sirs: 

1 do not agree with a letter in your May 
issue by Jim Todd who accused wrestling 
of being a “Fake,” and that wrestlers are 
"Phonies.” If he would have the unpleasant 


experience of feeling the effects of Verne 
Gagne's "Sleeper" or Lou Thesz's "Flying 
Body Scissors" or Sammartino's "Bear-Hug" 
he'd see just HOW "Рһопу" they are. 

| would appreciate it if you would print 
this letter so Mr. Todd and many other 


skeptics can read it. 
Joseph D'Amico 
Bronx N.Y. 


WATCH OUT FOR PHIL CHRISTY 
Sirs: 

1 would like to bring to your attention а 
young good looking blond here in Chicago 
by the name of Phil Christy. Even though his 
tactics are not that of a Gentleman he is 
something to watch. 

| would like to see something about him 
in a future issue of my favorite magazine, 
WRESTLING REVUE. 

Carol Spencer 
Chicago, 111. 


RITA CORTEZ'S DAUGHTER? 
Sirs: 

There is a gal wrestler down here in Ten- 
nessee who | think is the Daughter of Rita 


ты 


Cortez. Her name is CheChe Paree. 15 She? 
до any of you fans know? 
Mrs. S. Miltner 
Cleveland, Tenn. 
(Editor's Note: Well do any of you fans know 
—we don't) 


WANTS STORIES ON HAWAIIAN STARS 
Sirs: 
| agree with the letter in your June issue 
about al| the famous wrestlers now wresrling 
in Hawaii, like Pepper Gomez, Ripper Collins, 
and a new great wrestler called the "Missing 
Link," and the U.S. Champion Johnny Barend. 
How about stories of these guys. 
Shelly Melim 
St. Maile, Hawaii 
(Editor's Note: See page 44 for action pic- 
tures from Honolulu) ; 


WANTS LIGHTWEIGHT WRESTLING IN 


AMERICA 
Sirs: 

| enjoy your magazine very much. 

One thing | would like to know is why can't 
ihe United States and Canada have light- 
weight wrestling like they do in England, be- 
sides the heavyweights and junior heavy- 


weights? 
lan Freeman 


London, Ont. 
(Editor's Note: Most promoters feel the fans 
will not come out to see the lighter men 
wrestle, are they right? What do you fans 
think about this.) 


SPUTNICK MONROE Р.С. STARTING 


Sirs: 
| am starting a fan club for Sputnick Mon- 


roe and both Sputnick and | were wondering 


how about a cover photo of him. 


I'm sure everyone would like to see his 
picture on the cover of WRESTLING REVUE. 
This would make it a much better magazine. 

Danny Goddad 
Atlanta, Ga. 


ee WATSON STORY 
irs: 


| just finished reading the story on Whipper 5 


Watson and it was a very enjoyable story. 
He is a great person and a great wrestler who 


has faced all the greats such as Lou Thesz. 
-Wild Bill Longson, Dick Hutton and Gene 


Kiniski. 


Edward Bien 
Hannastown, Pa. 


These ratings are the most complete and up to the minute of any ratings in 


the world. They are compiled with the help of our world-wide network of 
Correspondents and the assistance of the International Fan Clubs. 
We have added a fifth group fo our listings in answer to many requests. 
The Junior Heavyweight Division joins the previously listed 
Men, Women, Men's Tag-Teams and Midgets. 
For the first time we are listing the Top Thirty in the first four categories 
and twenty among the Midgets. 


HEAVYWEIGHTS JR. HEAVYWEIGHTS TAG-TEAMS WOMEN 


1. Bruno Sammartino Dan Hodge Hennig & Race Fabulous Moolah 
2. Gene Kiniski The Sheik Stevens & Patterson Penny Banner 
3. Lou Thesz Vittorio Apollo The Assassins ., Judy Grable 
4. Karl Gotch Johnny DeFazio Scott Brothers Rita Cortez 
5. Aslam Pahalwan Ricki Starr The Kentuckians Violet Ray 
6. Shohei Baba Lorenzo Parente Hawk & Hanson Bette Boucher 
7. Fritz Von Erich Mike Clancy Geigle & Brown Toni Rose 
8. Bill Watts Eddie Sharkey Hodge & Smith — ' Maria DeLeon 
9. Dick The Bruiser Joe McCarthy Atkins & Hiro Betty Niccoli 
10. Ray Stevens Steve Veidor Miller Brothers Georgia Brown. | 
ІІ. Verne Gagne Hiro Matsuda The Mighty Yankees Jean Antone 
12. Johnny Valentine Bobby Shane Lubitch & Bogni Linda Carroll 
13. Toyonobori Don Kent The Medics Kathy Starr 
14. lan Campbell Billy Robinson Gilbert & Goelz Jessica Rogers 
` 15. Dom DeNucci Miguel Perez Orton & Graham Cora Combs 
16. Ernie Ladd Mario Galento Hernandez & Martinez Betty Spencer 
17. Bill Miller Arnold Skaaland The Hillbillies Princess Little Cloud 
18. The Destroyer Angelo Savoldi Torres Brothers Mary Jane Mull 
19. Kinji Shibuya Johnny Allan à Sasaki & Arakawa Kathy O'Brien 
20. Wilbur Snyder Pepper Martin Yokouchi & Tani Kay Noble 
21. The Crusher Chris Belkas Brazil & Thomas Brenda Scott 
22. Bobo Brazil Gory Guerrero The Funks Diana Lynn 
23. Michele Scicluna Doug Joyce The Von Stroheims JoAnn Phillips 
24. Bob Ellis Torbellino Blanco Les Mercenaires Barbara Galento 
25. Horst Hoffman Rene Goulet Milano & Rossi Princess White Dove 4 
26. Pedro Morales Golden Boy Dupree The Daltons 5 Donna Christenello N 
27. Eddie Graham Red McKim Mercier & Corn Dorothy Carter 
28. Killer Kowalski Rocky Smith Inoki & Matsuda Joan Lane 
29. Whipper Watson Bob Harmon Yamamoto & Hirai Judy Glover 
30. Mad Dog Vachone Fred Curry The Fields Bros, Rita Crawford , 
| MIDGETS 
B l. Irish Jackie 8. Fuzzy Cupid 15. Sonny Thomas ' _ 
VES | 2. Little Beaver 9. Рег Wee Lopez 16. Pee Wee James 
Io 3. Jamaica Kid 5 10. Тіпу Тіт 17. Jim Dandy 
1 4. Sonny Boy Cassidy ІІ. Chico Santana 18. Little Boy Blue 
á 5. Lord Littlebrook 12. Billy The.Kid 19. Little Hawk 
i 6. Pancho Lopez ; 13. Sky Low Low 2 20. Marcel Simard 
WC 


_ 7, Cowboy Bradley 14. Frenchy Lamont 
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Way out here in California | can hear 
the New York fans—screaming about the 
way they have been ill-treated by the 
folks at TV station WNEW, who took off 
the weekly wrestling show—it sure is a 
crime; if "old Red" was back east | would 
give them a good caning and make 
them put wrestling back on. 

My good friend Paul Boesch, who claims 
he is more literate than 1, may have a 
couple of successful books (The Womanly 
Art of Self Defense, and The Road to 
Huertgen) but now he is stepping into my 
field with a book of poems coming out 
this fall, so he better mind his manners 
or | go down Texas way and pay him a 
little visit. 


* * 


The pairing of two old rivals, Eddie 


The great Gorilla Monsoon with the 
world's greatest manager—modesty for- 
bids me from mentioning his name. 


Frank Scarpa is flanked by promoter 


Graham and Bob Orton, as tag partners 
is not so surprising as both live in Tampa, 
Fla. and have a lot in common; and this 
is a team that may be together a long 
long time and even carry on into the 
second generation as both have teenage 
sons who are outstanding scholastic 
wrestlers. Eddie's lad Mike and young 
Bob Jr. are both 14. 

Sam Steamboat, who had been Eddie's 
partner for many years, has returned to 
his native Hawaii where he is being hail- 
ed by his fans who had not seen him 
wrestle for a long time. 

* * * 


The greatest success story in recent 
years along the wrestling beat was the 
tour of Australia by Bruno Sammartino. 
Bruno not only packed every arena he 
wrestled іп; but he charmed the Aussie 
fans with his pleasant personality and 
his friendly co-operation in signing auto- 
graphs for the fans, He proved to be a 
champion in every sense of the word. 

A Fan Club bulletin came our way from 
Australia— “The Dynamic Italian Revue" 
—in honor of Dominic DeNucci, and it is 
one of the best we have seen in quite a 
while. DeNucci has become a real big 
star in Australia and we wish him and 
his club lots of luck. 

i * * * 

Wrestling suffered its usual slowdown 
during the summer months, but from all 
reports, this coming fall and winter sea- 
son will be one of the biggest and best 
in many years. All sections of the coun- 
try have new interest and new faces. А 


Baron and Prince Kykuya, as they read their favorite magazines. . . . 


combination that always brings about an 
upswing in attendance at the matches. 
* * 


It had to happen—The "Batman" has 
invaded the wrestling ring—also the 
"Green Hornet." Why all these gimmicks, 


if a man has the courage and great 


strength of my champion Gorilla Mon- 

soon—he needs nothing else. Monsoon 

will wrestle these masked chumps all at 

once and with my skillful coaching will 

defeat them all. 
* * 

Ricki Starr, the American who captured 
the hearts of the European wrestling fans, 
has no plans of returning to the United 
States before the end of the year. He has 
been offered matches from promoters all 
over the U.S.A., but his heavy: schedule 
will keep him in Europe for at least six 
more months. Sy 

Starr has fallen in love with’ the fans 
in Europe who, he claims, understand: and 
appreciate scientific wrestling 'much more 
so than the American fans, who go for 
the bloody brawling type of match. 

* * * 


We are sorry to report that an old pal of 


ours, Chris Zaharias, of the famous Za- 
harias brothers who were top gate attrac- 
tions a few decades ago, died after a six 
months illness at the MacDill Hospital in 
Tampa, Fla. not too long ago. Chris, 


whose right name was Chris Detoyanis, 


was only 53. 8 
ж ж ж 


Bobby Davis, known as the poor man's. - 


Red Berry has taken Jay York, "The 


de 


e 


A mdi ae; t д : 


— 


h 


Don Curtis gets some tips-on cooking-out Hawaiian style from Sam Steamboat. 
Sam is a talentéd chef as well as a skilled wrestler. 


Recognize this pair of rough-and-ready grapplers? Why it’s Reggie Parks and 
Jack Pesek enjoying the Florida sunshine. 


Alaskan” under his wing; it is too bad 
that York could not have the benefit of 
my wisdom, then he could become a 
champion, . . .. 

* * * 

Did you know that Dale Lewis was the 
All-Marine Corps wrestling Champion in 
1956 and competed the same year on the 
U.S. Olympic team? In 1960 and 61 he was 
NCAA.champion and a member of the 
1960 Olympic team as well as the 1961 
AAU championship team, 

* * * 


Mid-western wrestling fans are agog 
over the amazing skills of ex-college star 
Larry Heiniemi. Although Larry has been 
a pro only a short time he has held his 
own with some of the best and inside a 
year should be ready to challenge for 
the title. 


Big Dale Lewis was an outstanding 
amateur grappler. 


Richard Afflis, (loved) by all wrestling 
fans as "Dick The Bruiser,’ lost a suit 
brought against him by a former Detroit, 
Mich. patrolman, Andrew Meholic, who was 
injured attempting to break up a fight 
involving the Bruiser in 1963, Federal 
Judge Fred Kaess awarded $15,000 dam- 
ages to Meholic who suffered a broken 
hand in the melee. 

Alex Perez, who was very popular with 
the fans along the Carolinas last yeas is 
winning new followers in his appear- 
ances in the mid-west. Alex is a former 
boxer, who was Texas Golden Glove 
Heavyweight champion when he was only 
17. 


Frank Scarpa has made ап offer to 
donate $5,000.00 to any charity that Bruno 
Sammartino wants if Bruno will defend 
his belt against Frank in Boston. 


ss 
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Larry Hennig begs for mercy.as the Crusher roars af 
him to get up and fight like a man ІЙ i ETE 


| By NORMAN KIETZER 


[e last summer, in St. Paul's: 


Midway Stadium, the man known 
throughout the wrestling world as 
"The Crusher” defeated Maurice 
“Mad Dog” Vachon to win the 
A.W.A. World Heavyweight Wres- 
tling Championship. The ten thou- 
sand Minnesota wrestling fans went 
wild with joy, They had waited al- 
most a year for someone to knock 
off the hated Mad Dog. But the hap- 
piest man of all was The Crusher. 
This win, for the title, was the re- 
alization of a lifetime dream for him. 

The Crusher was born Reggie 
Lisowski, about 30 years ago in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. He was the son 
of John and Angeline Lisowski, His 
father had been a boxer. After hang- 
ing up his boxing gloves, John Lisow- 
ski operated a bar in Milwaukee. He 
was still operating the bar when he 
was killed in a boating explosion two 
years ago. 

Crusher’s favorite story about his 
father goes as follows: “One day 
when I was a kid of eight, my old 
man was sitting on the front porch 
with a glass of beer when I ran by 
him so fast I blew the foam off his 
suds, He yelled at me, ‘Hey, punk, 
what are you running so fast for?’ I 
told him that there was a kid at, least 
twice my size chasing me. My old 
man yelled at me to get back there 
and fight him and to always remem- 
ber it isn’t the size of the dog that 
counts, but the size of the fight in 
the dog.” 

Crusher continued, "I've never for- 
gotten that lesson, and I’ve never run 
from anyone since. The Crusher is 
afraid of no one.” 

At the age of thirteen, Crusher 
embarked on a planned program of 
body building. His father encouraged 
Reggie, and his two younger brothers 
—Lenny and Ronny, to develop their 
bodies and engage in sports, 

Crusher developed his “brash show- 
manship” when still in high school. 
He was the fullback on the South 
Milwaukee High School team. Crush- 
er tells it as follows: “All I did was 
to point out my plays and then bull 
through those very spots. I told the 
boys it was nothing to get angry 
about but they only gritted their 
teeth.” > 

While playing high school foot- 
ball, he earned himself the nickname 
“Rotten Reggie”. for his habit of 


spiking his opponents. Reggie also. 


11 


Once hated, The Crusher is now a favorite of the fans—the youngsters are 
always anxious to obtain his autograph. 


played football at Marquette Univer- 
sity for a short time, but then came 
World War II. 

The Army grabbed him in 1944 
and shipped him off to Germany with 
the 106th Infantry. As a rifleman in 
the great invasion of 1945, he was 
one of the first G.I.’s to cross the 
border into Germany. Later he was 
among the first into Berlin. 

Crusher then spent 13 months with 
the Occupation troops as an MP. He 
showed no mercy while keeping the 
Germans in line. In fact, one of them 
once remarked, “If all Yankee sol- 
diers were like this one, the War 
would have ended long ago.” 

Crusher summed up his war ex- 
periences as follows: "The path 
through Germany was strewn with 

‘corpses and broken human beings, It 
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made me sore at the entire world. I 
was disappointed in society for let- 
ting itself get into such a mess. Im-- 
agine people killing each other by 
the millions in order for the sur- 
vivors to get along. Once I thought 
that the war might do some good. 
You know, the war to end wars, and 
all that. But back home again, I re- 
alized that it didn't do a damn bit 
of good. When the Korean war came 
along, I decided it was all hopeless. 
It made me bitter. From that time 
on, I became a terror, as dirty as I 
could get—in the ring, of course, It 
helped me get rid of some of that 
bitterness I felt toward people for 
their own stupidity." 

After the war, Crusher returned to 
Milwaukee. His record as an MP in 
the army qualified him for a job on 


the police force. However, his bru- 
tality with prisoners cost him that 
job after only a few months. He then 
tried his hand at bricklaying, but 
finally entered professional wrestling. 

Crusher started wrestling in the 
Milwaukee-Chicago area in 1947. 
He's been at it ever since. As he tells 
it, "I knew at once wrestling was my 
racket. Wrestling gives me an op- 
portunity to unleash all my fury and 
break another man's body and at the 
same time stay out of jail. After all, 
in the wrestling ring it's legal. It's 
too bad we have rules that allow me 
only to break a few bones. I could 
have more notches: on my wrestling 
tights than Jesse James һай on his 
guns." 

During the 1950's, the Crusher took 
a young wrestler named Stan Holek 
under his wing. They became a tag 
team and were billed as “Тһе Lisow- 
ski Brothers." During most of the 
decade, they were either leading con- 
tenders or holders of the World Tag 


Team Championship. About six years . 


ago Crusher became so much in de- 
mand as a singles star that he and 
Stan split up. Stan soon teamed up 
with Art Neilson on the team known 
as "The Neilson Brothers." 


(Continued on page 58) 


BURKE 


STORY | 


(Part Il of a Three’ Part Story) 


As told to 
FRANKIE GOODMAN 


Mildred was all woman, she loved furs 


and beautiful clothes. 


MILDRED 


She knew the value of publicity and spent almost as much time posing for 


It was no easy road for Mildred as few promoters 

would give her а chance—but she proved to^ 
them and to the world that female wrestlers 

were top box office attractions and was soon 

on her way to fame and fortune. 


photos as she did wrestling. During her hey-day she was photographed as 


much as any movie Queen. 


biti. 


AG fighting more than 200 men 
in carnival matches all over the 
U.S.A. Mildred Burke got her first 
arena match. Her manager, Billy 
Wolfe, posted $25.00 with the Carni- 
val manager, for anyone, man or 
woman, who could throw Mildred with- 
in 15 minutes, Two years later the 
original twenty-five dollars was still un- 
claimed. 

Mildred Burke wanted to get into 
bigtime arena wrestling but no one 
would meet her. In desperation she is- 
sued an open challenge through the 


newspapers to any man anywhere to 
meet her in an arena match. The sports 
editor of the local newspaper in Beth- 
any, Missouri, finally drummed up a 
match, He persuaded an ex-high school 
champion who needed a few extra 
bucks to meet the mighty Mildred. 


There was a depression on then and 
there was no better persuader than 
that long green stuff . . . but we'll let 
Mildred tell her own story: 


"A public match between a man and 
a woman was unheard of in those days 
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One of her top rivals was Mae Weston. The twe gals had a number of thrill. 
ing battles, An announcement of a Burke-Weston match meant SRO. 


“Mae Young was another of the gals 
with whom Mildred had a series of 
torrid struggles. Mildred was not only 


Miss Young and Miss Burke were both 
crowd pleasers. A personal dislike be- 


and attracted tremendous attention. 
The arena was sold out overnight—l 
was billed for my first arena match. 

"To say that | was thrilled and ex- 
cited is putting it mildly. During the 
two years that | had fought with the 
carnival not once had any woman of- 
fered to meet me in the ring. | was 
sure that girl-wrestling would really go 
but how do you go about proving it 
when you can't get one single, solitary 
female to meet you?. There were 
plenty of male wrestlers around but ! 
had just about given up hope of meet- 
ing one of these elusive creatures in 
an arena ring, when the good news 


an excellent wrestler, but also possessed 
amazing strength. 


tween the gals added fuel to the fire 
whenever they clashed, 


came from the above-mentioned sports 
editor. | was sure that he was pushing 
the match just to get himself a good 
story but | couldn't care less. 

"Not only did | have a real, honest- 
to-goodness arena match but | had 
proven the point | had tried so hard 
to sell to Billy Wolfe—we had a com- 
plete sellout, 

"There were 3 other matches on the 
card, with mine the first, but when my 
opponent didn't show up they put the 
second match on first, Still no oppon- 
ent. When the third, and then the 
fourth was over, the local sheriff, who 
was at the arena, said that all the 
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Although she was a “clean” wrestler Mildred knew and could use all of the 


“dirty” tricks when she had to. 


people who paid to see the match 
were entitled to see it. He agreed to 
go down and fetch up my opponent. 
The match was slow but after 8 minutes 
| pinned him, My payday was $100.00. 
This, during depression days, was a lot 
of money—school teachers in those 
days were making $25 a week, 


"| was not actually started in my | 


career and my next stop was Leven- 
worth, Kansas, In Levenworth there was 
a very popular young man who worked 
in one of the large factories and had 
a tremendous following. Every one in 
town knew and liked him. This was my 
next opponent. 


"He came to the match dressed in 
his winter underwear—someone had 
told him that it was illegal for his skin 
to touch a woman's skin in public, It 
took me all of 7 minutes to pin him 
and till this day the town won't let him 
forget it. My payday was $75.00, Не 
demanded a return match for a chance 
to redeem himself but time was 
a-wasting. A potential million dollar 
career was within arm's reach and | 
was out to get it. 

"Now my reputation was being 
made and | had to go where the big 
time was, so we went south. 

"Here for the first time | ran into 


) 


mane? 
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A pair of Cliampions—Mildred and Max Baer. Max refereed a 


number of Mildred's matches, but always refused her challenge 
to engage her in a boxer-vs-wrestler bout. 


This photo of Mildred was taken ten years 
ago, when she still ruled as “Queen of the 
Mat.” 
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other women wrestlers. А group of 
courageous women in Alabama, having 
heard what | had started in Missouri, 
decided to do the same thing in their 
state. Three of these girls were better 
than average and | wrestled them a 
number of times. They were Wilma 
Gordon, May Weston and Gladys Gil- 
lam. We put on some hectic battles 
between üs and really sold female 
wrestling. 

"Many promoters refused to book 
female wrestlers because they were 
positive that we wouldn't draw. But 
the facts always proved them wrong 
because every place we women ap- 
peared there was a complete sellout. 
People wanted to see women wrestlers 
and were willing to pay to see them. 
They especially wanted to see the 
woman who had started this revolution 
—the one and only Mildred Burke. 

"Naturally | was flattered but most 
of all | was delighted that my great 
idea had been right. My coach and 
manager, Billy Wolfe, for the first time 
saw my real potential not only as a 
wrestler, but as a money-maker and a 
woman, | became Mrs. Billy Wolfe, 
although we kept it quiet because Billy 
felt that it might hurt my career if it 
was known that | was a married woman, 

"Male wrestlers everywhere turned 
against us. They didn't like us cutting 


| 
| Above, Mildred and TV's Peter Gunn (Craig Stevens), one of the many famous in on their territory—especially since 
‘Hollywood celebrities numbered among her friends. Below, Mildred was a we drew better crowds. 

\ guest on Groucho Marx's famous radio show. 


"Male wrestlers at the time were 
making $5 or $10 a match but the 
women could get up to $100.00, The 
news of this kind of money put hun- 
dreds of girls in training and the news 
of the full capacity houses excited ev- 
ery promoter, More and more girls 
came into the business. 


"The male wrestlers, seeing the 
money which girls could make, but 
which:they could never get no matter 
how good they were, started to teach 
their wives and girl friends how to 
мгезНе, Like my husband, Billy Wolfe, 
they became coaches and managers. 
It was the only way they could get on 
the gravy train. 

"Female wrestling had at long last 
come into its own and | was soon to 
earn more money than | had ever 
dreamed possible. It's hard to believe, 
but during the height of my career | 
was earning two or three times more 
than the President of the United States, 
but more of that in the next issue of 
WRESTLING REVUE." 

(To Be Concluded Next Issue) 


17 


“ак чац 
nx 


s, and his new partner Louis 


“Globetrotters”, Al Costello, late of The Kangaroo 


«We're The Greatest? say the victorious 
Tillet, the newest tag-team sensation. 


THE WRESTLING 
“GLOBETROTTERS” 


By BOB VERLIN 


B 
ah FAVA eee ed AL COSTELLO HAVE 
BEEN AROUND THE WRESTLING GAME FOR SOME. мае 
НМЕ ШІ S MOSTLY WORKED ALONE "Globetrotters" but REN ae 
WHILE FOR MANY YEARS AL WAS HALF OF THE team combination has zoned on me 
NO, | TAGTEAM IN THE WORLD. "IHE KANGA M eno гени eH 
ІШІ; НЕН HIS PARTNER, ROY HEFFERNAN fal ve. Wieck tall scone 
END THE MATE AUSTRALIA AL HAD g hs are AL Зана A p 
0 ger OSE qum angaroos and Коллам, be 
HE GLOBETROTTERS” WERE BORN Y С” | | 
AA Morse with his former 
and has been hurting: fer, пор Bur 
r ever since, "| wanted агае 


Tillet дев а working-over. from Тһе 
Medics as’ Al comes to his aid. 


(Below) . . . The boys are interviewed by Ed Carpel, as promoter Paul-Jones 
holds the championship belts which he presented to them. 


really good," Al told Wrestling Re- 
vue. 
"Finally, | spotted Lou Tillet. He 
looked great, but | needed more proof 
of his ability, When he won the Brass 
Knuckles Trophy from Bull Curry | was 
almost sold, But the clincher came 
when he defeated the wily Ed Carpen- 
tier. | was sure that Tillet was the man 
—that we could work out a winning 
combination." 

And not so long ago, the combina- 
tion of Al Costello and Lou Tillet— 


wrestling's Globetrotters — began to 
pay off. 

Their big break came when they 
learned that a World Tag Team Tour- 
nament was in progress in Atlanta, 
Ga. Although they had no time to 
prepare for this they figured the ex- 
perience would be of value and sent 
a wire to promoter Paul Jones, It | 
read—"Will you accept us as a late 
entry into your world tournament?— 
Signed: The Globetrotters." 

Promoter Jones replied immediate- 
ly—"If you think you can hold your 
own with the tough competition we've 
got here you are welcome to appear." 

The story is a short one. "The 
Globetrotters" not only made their 
appearance but affer two weeks of 


Teamwork is the biggest factor іп the success of any tag-team. Al and Louie 
work well together, whether it be in working-over an opponent or loosening 
up before a match. 


Al, a real veteran of the game, knows 
all the tricks and can use them. Here 


hectic wrestling ‘surprised everyone, 
including themselves, by qualifying for 
the finals, Then, battling as though 
they had been together for years in- 
stead of a few months, they did the 
"impossible" by winning the World 
Tag Team Title, 

In this tournament were some of the 
best tag teams in the world including 
such notables as The Von Brauners and 
The Medics, but The Globetrotters 
made short work of them all with their 
great combinations and some famous 
down-under holds such as the "Aussie 
Suplex" and the "Boomerang." 

The new "Globetrotters" are on 
their way and, with such a terrific start, 
should pack them in wherever they 
appear. o 


Action-plus is the trademark of the “Globetrotters” and fans throughout Dixie ` 
have taken them to their hearts. 


: Although he is no longer a “Kangaroo,” Al still wears his Aussie hat and 
le sixes one of the Yon Brauner a carries his boomerang with him. Both of the “Globetrotters” are on the small 


TREO side but make up in talent what they lack in size. 


Rasmussen is trapped in an arm-lock by our Hero during 
their match in Krefled, Germany. 


RICKI 
STARR'S. 
CANDID 
CAMERA 
IN EUROPE 


(Above) Eduardo Carpentier, the popular Frenchman, leaves 
the ring in Ostende, Belgium, following his match with 
"Goldfinger." (Below, left) Ricki and noted German star 
. Horst Hoffmann, (Right) Ricki with the top German рго- 
moter Gustl Kaiser. 


"Hoot Mon" Ricki tries to find out what is under 
Jan Campbell's Kilt, (Below) lan and Leif Rasmussen 
pose defiantly for Кісі... 


= = ҢЫ 


PRINCE 


IAUKEA 
KING OF THE 
BEACH BOYS 


By ROBERT D. WILLIS 
ТІР massive hulk burst through the 


tiny dressing room door and swag- 
gered confidently down a narrowing 
aisleway. The man was flanked by a 
cordon of uniformed bodyguards try- 
ing in vain to shield him from an ava- 
lanche of humanity—an avalanche 
which appeared bent on engulfing 
them all. |t was a frantic, tumultuous 
scene. 

Boos and catcalls greeted the bronz- 
ed giant as he picked his way slowly 
through the savage mob. Sweet little 
old ladies shouted epithets and bran- 
dished oversized pocketbooks at the 
snarling gladiator. 

Still the man continued his long walk 
from dressing room to ring. The jour- 
ney was a familiar one for Hawaiian 
Prince. Curtis laukea, After six gruel- 

' ling years, the rings and the arenas be- 
gin to look alike, This one in Pittsburgh 
on a night in February was no differ- 
ent. It was all in a night's work for the 
360-pound performer, 

The Prince finally reached the ring, 
climbed the three wooden steps and 
clambered into his 20-foot-by-20-foot 
world. His world is a violent one, filled 
with savagery and uncontrollable may- 
hem. ІҒ5 по world for the weak. For 
Prince laukea, it's the only world he 
knows, 

Entering from the opposite corner 
came a squat, 230-pound New Yorker 
named Arnold "Golden Boy" Skaaland, 
At his side was the imposing figure of 
the current World Wide Wrestling 
Federation Champion—a ring veteran 
called Bruno Sammartino, Sammartino, 
scheduled for a bout against Dr. Bill 
Miller later that evening, was dressed 

laukea is a great water sportsman, and is at home on land or in the sea, in black tights, his shiny golden belt 


у l im "The Whale." glistening under the brightly lit ring 
which may be why some of his detractors call him "The Whale fights: Pittsburgh is Sammartino's home 


The Huge Hawaiian, who likes to eat raw fish, does some finger chewing 
in his match with Bruno Sammartino. 


laukea struggles to rise after Bruno had floored him with an arm Баг, The 
batle between these two titans was a pulse-pounder from start to finish. 


Sammartino uses The Prince's head for a YoYo, while the crowd cheers him on. 


town and the partisan fans voiced their 
approval as the champion whispered 
instructions to the underdog Skaaland. 

Both men felt the steel-eyed stare 
of Prince laukea as he paced menac- 
ingly, anxious to get on with his work. 

Ring announcer John Francona, a 
veteran boxing and wrestling perform- 
er in the Steel City, introduced the 
two participants. laukea's name elicit- 
ed more jeers and boos and he quickly 
responded with an arrogant display of 
power and strength, 


Seconds after the bell sounded it 
was obvious Skaaland would be no 
match for his Hawaiian adversary. The 
garguantuan, 6'-4" Prince laukea be- 
gan to hammer away at his hapless 
foe, Skaaland quickly withered under 
the constant barrage. The 130-pound 
weight difference took its toll, 

Skaaland faltered. laukea pounced 
on the prone figure, all 360 pounds 
smashing into Skaaland's head. |t was 
all over. Four minutes had elapsed. 

The Prince flexed his ample muscles, 
circled the ring, descended the three 
wooden steps and took the same long 
walk back into his dressing room, His 
day's work was done. 

The following evening, laukea ap- 
peared as a competitor on WIIC-TV's 
live wrestling program in Pittsburgh. 
He was paired against Harry Dunn, a 
rangy, 250-pounder from Detroit, 
Michigan, Dunn's only mistake that 
night was showing up. He met the 
same fate as Skaaland. This time it 
took three minutes and fifteen seconds! 

Thus, during slightly more than seven 
minutes of furious activity, Prince lau- 
kea had pulverized two opponents into 
helpless submission, His working days 
are short. 

In a cramped dressing room located 
down a long ramp leading from the 
television studio, laukea began to re- 
lax. His bronzed bulk overwhelmed a 
tiny folding chair as he puffed on a 
filter-tipped cigar. He looked every 
inch a champion. 

"One of these days I'll get a chance 
at that championship," he said, cigar 
smoke curling towards the ceiling, "I've 
never met Bruno Sammartino yet, but 
| certainly am looking forward to it. 
Bruno has to be a fine wrestler, After 
all, he's beaten everyone who's come 
up against him, On the other hand, 
so have |." 

"|n Hawaii, I've beaten the best in 
the business," he went on, "I've de- 
feated Killer Kowalski and Gene Kin- 


iski and everyone else they threw at 
me. For that reason, | feel | deserve 
a chance to see what | can do against 
Sammartino. | think | can beat him. 
He's a strong and powerful man, but 
he doesn't think quite as fast as | do. 
I feel that'll be his downfall, One of 
these days Sammartino is going to be 
stopped, | hope it'll be by me!" 

As he talked, tiny beads of perspira- 
tion trickled down a hulking body—a 
body scarred by stitched incisions in- 
flicted by opponents and irate fans. 
Prince laukea is a six-year ring veteran 
and he bears the marks to prove it. 

"People think professional wrestling 
is an easy life," he pointed out. "They 
are wrong. Take a good look at most 
of the guys in this business, Glamor? 
There's no glamor in wrestling. It's a 
rough, difficult way to make a living." 

laukea entéred the world of profes- 
sional athletics as a tackle with the 
British Columbia Lions in Vancouver, 
Canada, a strong contender in the 
Canadian Football League. He played 
with the Lions from 1958 through the 
1960 season and then decided to try 
his luck in the pro ring wars. 

His football days go back to 1955, 
however, when he starred for the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley, lau- 
kea, a physical education major, made 
the All Pacific Coast team as a 270- 
pound tackle during his junior year. 
His senior year, had he played, might 
„have been his greatest, "| decided to 
enter pro ball with the Lions in 1958," 
he remembered, "so | didn't finish my 
final year. Ironically, that was the year 
my teammates went to the Rose Bowl 
against lowa." 

He's had better luck inside the wres- 
ting ring. "I decided to turn pro in 
1959 when Lord Blears got me inter- 

: ested in Hawaii, After all, there wasn't 
a great deal of money to be made in 
professional football at. that time. 
There was no American Football 
League and the National League had 
the highest-paid players. The pro 
teams weren't giving out the kind of 
fantastic bonuses they do now. The 
most | ever made during my three 
years in Canada was $9,800, So, | felt 
| could make quite a bit more as a 
pro wrestler." 

Make money he did. He won his 
first pro bout in Honolulu and soon 
afterwards began tearing apart wres- 
tling rings from Japan to Australia. 

"| discovered that not every wrestler 


(Continued on page 56) 


The tide comes іп... laukea's Giant Splash, but Bruno rolled out of the 
way and Curt landed-splat, қ 


, Harry Dunn was not as lucky and is pinned to the 
less than three minutes by laukea. 


mat for the count in 
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1 HERE was a time until fairly re- 
: cently that comic strip characters 


stayed in one of two places, either 
the strip section of the daily news- 


CRU S AD ER papers or in the perennial favorite of 
the younger set, the comic book. 

| But, alas, іп the year 1966, this 

ч was all to change. Television viewers 


were teased for weeks with preview 


glimpses of a new kind of show here- 
tofore reserved for the comics only. 
A public, hungry for entertainment 


that was “way out,” yet somehow be- 
lievable in the broadest sense, wel- 


comed the dashing, smashing duo of 
Batman and Robin. 
DER The show occupies prime time on 
? a national TV network and has а 
following from all age groups that 


numbers in the millions. Therefore, 
it is not surprising that the wrestling 


By ROGER BAKER 


The boys are heroes to the mat fans, young and old alike, but it is mainly the kids who go wild over them. Anthony 
Gollob, son of referee Joe Gollob, is a proud lad, having his picture taken with the Masked Aces. 
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world has recently been invaded by 
another smashing, dashing duo ap- 
propriately billed as the Caped Cru- 
sader and Wonder Boy. 

As we go to press the center of 
their activities is in Eastern Canada 
and parts of New York State. 

On the night that they made their 
debut in Toronto's Maple Leaf Gar- 
| dens, I made a point of visiting them 

in the dressing room to see for my- 
self just what all the fuss was about. 
Тһе room they occupied was filled 
with other wrestlers of different 
shapes and sizes in various stages of 
undress. Some seemed amused with 
| the new pair, some annoyed and 
others were completely indifferent, 

One wrestler whose name will re- | 
main anonymous kept mumbling un- L 
der his breath, “What the h--- is this 


- БӘЖ m A : 
The gals too go for our heroes in a big way. Here, two of the dolls check 
the powerful biceps of their idols. 


business coming to anyway, is it a 
circus now or a sport? 

"Hey Batman and Robin," I yell- 
ed above the dressing room din, "tell 
me something about yourselves. What 
gave you the idea of using this gim- 
mick? Do you think the wrestling 
fans will go for it?" 

The Crusader, thinking I was rib- 

_ bing him, gave me a hard, cold look. 

` Then, recognizing me, his expression 
softened. He said, "You're looking 
for a story for Wrestling Review. 
Okay! I'll answer your questions but 
be sure to get the facts straight. This 
is по ‘gimmick’ іп the way you: mean 
it. We are deadly serious about this 
new role. 

"As you know, I am no ‘Johnny- 
come-lately’ in the grunt-and-groan 
game, right? (I nodded in the af- 
firmative.) Since the beginning of my 
career I have always played it straight 
and scientific. I have always believed 
in giving the other guy an even break. 
To me wrestling is a contest of 
strength and skill. 

"However, the trouble with this 
business is the fact that it is infested 
with guys who are barroom brawlers 
instead of wrestlers. Some of them 
wouldn't know a wrestling hold if 
they saw one. АП they do is punch, 
kick, stomp, butt, use their elbows, 
knees, chairs, pieces of metal and so 

|, ен i i E: ==! forth. They don't care what they do 
Wham . . . KA-Pow . . . A mighty forearm blow sends that nasty Al Bell or how they win. қ я 
reeling across the ring. I have always loved kids and it 
bothers me when I see youngsters 


tree 
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| The dastardly Bulldog Brower. sinks to 
| his knees before the might of our hero. 


E т 
[^ 


А cowardly Bob Leifler hides behind 
referee Tiger Tasker. 


at the matches watching these brawl- 
ers throwing all of the rules out the 
window. These young people have 
very impressionable minds and are 
sure to lose a lot of respect for sports- 
manship when these butchers are so 
often declared winners against clean, 
scientific wrestlers. Worst of all, these 
bad guys also push the referees 
around, which makes the youngsters 
lose respect for law and order." 

During our spirited one-way con- 
versation Wonder Boy was silent but 
I could see he was itching to add his 
own version to what his partner had 
already said, 


“We are on a campaign to defeat 
and humiliate as many ruffians in this 
business as we can. We are especially 
out after bad guys like Bulldog Brow- 
er, Dick the Bruiser and Mad Dog 
Vachon, who need to be taught a 
lesson. The Crusader is the man to 
teach them this lesson. He is fast, 
strong, and has limitless endurance 
plus a tremendous repertoire of sci- 
entific holds. He also has plenty of 
counters to call on which will com- 
bat any of the foul deeds these cads 
dare try on him." 

Wonder Boy was really warming 
to his task. "Holy hammerlock," he 
exclaimed, "so far the Crusader is 
undefeated in this-area. The only man 
he hasn't actually defeated in the ring 
on his Canadian tour is that horrible 


hallucination, Bulldog Brower, but 
the best Brower could get with the 
Crusader was a draw." 

The kids flock around this pair on 
every appearance in each arena where 
they appear. Their entrance into the 
ring is preceded by the Batman theme 
on the public address system. This 
really sets the fans on the edge of 
their seats and the cheers are deafen- 
ing as they bound into the ring with 
all the color and drama of a real-life 
Batman and Robin. 

Wonder Boy acts in the capacity 
of confidant and second to the Cru- 
sader but becomes involved in most 
of the Crusader's matches when his 
opponents take exception to the 
presence of his little partner at ring- 
side. Recently in Toronto the Cru- 
sader's opponent, Bulldog Brower, 
in a fit of anger, took a swing at 
Wonder Boy, who is only half his 
size, and then chased the plucky lit- 
tle masked man all the way to his 
. dressing room in an effort to get 
hold of him. Fortunately for Wonder 
Boy, he makes up for his lack of 
stature with extra speed. 

How long this pair will campaign 
against the forces of evil in the wres- 
tling business is anybody's guess, but, 
judging by their reception today, 
they have a lengthy period ahead of 
them in which to porttay their famed 
namesakes, . 


Bull Johnson gets a kick out of the Crunch . . . a head-lock subdues the 
antics of The Wonder Boy. bullish Johnson. 


The versatility of the pair has their opponents at their mercy. "No villain 
stands a chance against our clean-living and honorable skills." 
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WU 


STARS 
HEAD 


OR THE U.S. 


By WALTER VAN UYTFANGH 


AY ДЕЧ) in Belgium has been at a peak for the 

past few years. One reason has been the fact that 
most of the top stars in Europe have headlined the shows. 
Of all these great wrestlers, three of the most popular 
top attractions will be missing this fall, when Ray "Gold- 
en" Apollon, Bruno Asquini and Earl Maynard head for 
the United States where they will campaign, starting 
this month. i 

Apollon, who is the veteran of the group, has wrestled 
all over the globe. He is a skilled technician who has 
faced the world's best in many international tournaments 
in Germany, England and Japan. Ray is held in high 
regard by the European fans, who consider him to be 
one of the best, and he is sure to win new fans wherever 

: he appears. 

Maynard, who won the title of "Mr. Universe" in 1965, 
is not only a "body beautiful" but a good wrestler. He 
has quickly developed to the point where he can hold 
his own with anyone, Earl said: 

"| was able to learn a lot faster here in Europe than 
| would have been in the States, but now that | have 
learned my trade | want to go to America and prove to 
them that | am ready to tackle the best." 

Asquini, who is well-known throughout the continent, 
will be looking to make his mark on a world-wide level 
when he invades the States. 

Bruno, like the others, is a crafty and exceptionally 
talented wrestler who learned his trade the hard way, in 
hundreds of matches, pitted against the cream of 
Europe's grappling business. 

While the Belgian fans will miss this trio, they will be 
waiting and watching to see how their favorites make out 
when they clash with American stars. 
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Big Bruno Asquini, who is about to follow up his attack 
on Japan’s Kamikale, has the style that should make him 
a favorite with the U.S. fans. 


Ray “Golden” Apollon, a veteran of the mat wars, rates 
among the premier grapplers in Europe. 


кө 


The “Body Beautiful", former Mr. Uni- 
verse, Earl Maynard, hopes to prove 
to American fans that he has the ability 
to match his physique. 
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JOHNNY 
YEARSLEY 
A PORTRAIT 


By GORDON STEVENS 


JOHNNY YEARSLEY 


Johnny likes to work on the arms of 
his foes, Above, a combination ham- 
mer-lock and bear-hug on Sheik You- 
seff. Below, a Japanese arm-lock on 
Ireland's Sean Regan. 


nd a 


ress а 
ination of a forearm р 

a combination 

һ Welshman, uses 


Моск on Jan Browers. 


Yearsley, а toug 


double wris 
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GIG at ringside that night I 

couldn't help wonder why on 
earth some people waste their hard- 
earned cash following a sport which 
really doesn't interest them. In par- 
ticular I had in mind the large, ma- 
tronly, and placid lady sitting three 
rows back in the adjacent block. 
Flanked by her husbard, who was 
wearing the same bored look, she 
continued to toy with a large hand- 
bag and chomp away on a packet of 
nuts. This impassive tableau went on 
right through two good preliminary 
bouts. 

I thought, "Obviously they just 
came in out of the rain." I was so 
wrong! The next bout saw an in- 
credible transformation. Mrs. Placid 


Johnny flexes his biceps to the jeers of the crowd while putting the pressure on the hammer-lock that is subduing 
, Spaniard, Jose Arroyo. Although rated among the top grapplers in the U.K, he is not a favorite of the fans. 


became abruptly de-tranquilized, turn- 
ed a bright red and, bellowing like 
an angry moose, tore loose from her 
restraining husband plus опе or two 
others and charged the ring! Her 
victim was really in no position to 
defend himself, being, as he was, 
strung up between the top and center 
strands. She flayed away at him with 
that bag until it shredded and the 
handle came off! By then the stewards 
managed to calm the action and re- 
turn Mrs. Placid to her seat! 


Clearly nobody was wasting a 
single penny that night—thanks to 
one Johnny Yearsley, Ап emcee can 
bring the roof down anywhere in 
Britain if he chooses to announce 


the next bout as containing that 
“GENTLEMAN” from Cardiff, John- 
ny Yearsley! Sarcasm could never be 
better placed at ringside. Welshman 
Yearsley makes no bones about it, his 
intention is clear right from the first 
bell; he is going to win any way he 
can—and don't expect it to be clean! 
No one does. 


Unfortunately for many victims, 
Yearsley has the dimensions of a 
compact butcher to back up his ac- 
tion. He stands 5'8Y2" at 220 1Ь5.; 
his chest measurements come out at 
50" expanded and his biceps at 19". 
He is undoubtedly very fit and strong. 
Most wrestlers have some hobby or 
other leisure activity totally uncon- 


d$. C Me 
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nected with the sport to give some 
contrast, but Yearsley's passionate 
hobby?— weight lifting! In fact he 
told me that this was a big thing with 
him long before getting onto the 
mat, some 13 years ago. At this time 
he held a fistful of British National 
records in the hefting business and 
he could still compete with the best 
of them today. 

Yearsley's competitive talents are 
limited to the ring now, but not for 
any title, or so it seems. In view of 
his consistent top' billing on cards 
up.and down the country I asked 


him if he had any serious thoughts 
on the British Heavyweight Title. 

"Title? What's that—a paper you 
hang on the wall or.something? Why 
should I worry about anything like 
that, I am getting top billing right 
now and they pack in to see me—or 
get at me—but they still pay plenty 
for the privilege. I don't need any 
title!" 

“The fans say that you are one of 
the dirtiest brawlers in the business. 
What do you say about that?” - 

“What does it matter what some 
swivel-headed fans say, they just 


don't recognize a great wrestler when 
they see one. I would just like to see 
some of these loud-mouths put their 
money where their mouths are and 
come up on the canvas for a few 
minutes—I always ask them but they 
never do unless it's about ten at a 
time!" 

"Do any fans in particular give 
you the razz?" 

“I could name a few I would like 
to work over. There is one old guy 
down on the south coast circuit that 
they should chain up or keep him 
out, He's got a massive black walk- 


Spencer Churchill gets dragged away from the out stretched hand of his partner, Tony Cassio, while Danny Lynch 


approves of Johnny's vile deeds, 


Ramon Napolitano feels the pressure 
of a head-lock. 


When Johnny teams-up with another wrestler in a tag match, 


you can be sure that the referee will have his hands full 
watching Johnny, in and out of the ring. 


ing stick that's a leg-breaker if he 
gets to ringside when I am on—and 
it's not just me, you ask Danny Lynch 
(another grappler in the same cate- 
gory as Yearsley). I can pick up 
enough injuries without things like 
that." ; 
"People say you hardly ever seem 
to hear the referee—why is that?” 

“Look, I am always victimized by 
the referee even when the other man 
is committing murder. If I grab for 
the ropes to get out of rea] trouble 
I get my hand tramped on, and some 
refs can't count past two when I 
have got somebody pinned!" 

"What do you think about U.S. 
wrestlers?” 

“Not much. I would like to have 
the opportunity to go over there and 
show them what tough grappling is 
really about. There is one character oN : > Р ИШҮ 
in particular I would like to settle Yearsley is a crafty trickster, who uses every sneak move he сап get away with. 
COIE with—Irish Ivor Barrett—and Here he launches a Mule-kick at Maivia after playing possum on the ropes. 

I hope he reads this issue of WRES- ^ 

p ob ox CNN а Prince Pete Maivia, whom Johnny is ready to send crashing into а turnbuckle, 

of the dressing room to do a little 
on-the-spot settling with a big Span- 
ish heavyweight who had given him 
a tough time at their last meeting. 
As he swaggered to the ring with 
the Р.А. system blasting out, “Entry 
of the Gladiators," the scene re- 
sembled a wedding, but it was no 
love match. The confetti along the 
walk was a torrent of paper cups 
and rubbish as Yearsley climbed into 
the ring for the preliminaries. 

The mayhem that ensued as Years- 
ley handed out assorted kicks to the 
groin, rope burns along the face and 
jabs to the eyes, may well have jus- 
tified the handbagging from Mrs. 
Placid and you can bet she is going 
to be right back there for a second 
battle the next time that “gentleman” 
from Cardiff is on the card, 

Yearsley will be equipped for it 
too. He related to me that the big- 
gest danger he faces is often outside 
the ring when he leaves the stadium. 
After one hell-raising fight at Wim- 
bledon, a mob was waiting for him 
and, had his getaway car not started 
at the first try, there would have been 
very ugly consequences. 

I watched the Welshman leave 
after a shower and rub-down. He 
slung his gear into the car and slid 
behind the wheel. The engine burst 
into life at the touch of the button 
and Johnny Yearsley took off. The 
car?—A reliable, super-fast Porsche! 
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HARBANS SINGH | 
UNSUNG HERO OF THE WRESTLING RING 


By MUHAMMAD HANIF 


Ж... E 2S e OE ея = Я жы 3 ж‏ لاع 


This photo of Singh was taken over thirty years ago when he won the South 
Pacific championship. He was hailed as another Gama. 


British star George Hopkins was beaten 
by Singh in New Zealand. 


VERY country has its own wrest- 
ling “greats.” Often these are 
virtually unknown in other countries. 
Such is the case of Harbans Singh 
who has done most of his wrestling 
in India and "down under" in New 
Zealand and Australia. His record is 
second to none and warrants him a 
place in Wrestling’s International Hall 
of Fame. | 
Harbans Singh was born on Dec. 
2nd, 1912, at Raipur Dabba in Pun- 
jab. His father, Kahan Singh, was a 
school teacher but emigrated to New 


The Hungarian Giant, King Kong, was a bitter rival of Singh. They fought 
a number of stirring battles, Their match in 1938 was a classic. 


Zealand to become a farmer. He 
bought a farm in King Country. As 
soon as he was able to save enough 
money he returned to Punjab to bring 
his family to New Zealand. Harbans 
Singh was 9 years old at that time. 
He attended Primary School at Manu- 
nui, New Zealand. 


In school the young Singh proved 
himself to be a very good sportsman. 
He excelled in cricket, boxing and 
rugby football. In 1925 he captained 
the rugby football team and next year 


was named the most outstanding 
player. 

He especially enjoyed the noble art 
of boxing and learned this sport from 
an excellent teacher—Jack Bishara. He 
learned rapidly and went on to win 
the King Country Schoolboy Boxing 
Championship for which he received 
a silver cup which he cherishes to this 
very day. 

It was during these early boyhood 
days that he first heard about wrest- 
ling. He was much impressed by the 


.tales his father told him about the 


great wrestlers in India, including 
some members of his own family. He . 
followed the wrestling news in local 
newspapers closely and was especially 
stirred by the accounts of the excit- 
ing bouts between Ted Thye of Aus- 
tralia and the famous American light- 
heavy, Walter Miller. 

Because of his outstanding all 
around athletic ability and his keen 
interest in wrestling, his father sent' 
Harbans Singh back to India—the 


Bert Assirati of England was one of the 
few men who was able to hold Singh 
to a draw. : 
father of all wrestling countries—to 
learn this ancient art. Here he spent 
a full year under the watchful guid- 
ance;of a relative named Kishen Singh 
who was опе .of Punjab’s leading 
wrestling coaches. | 

On his return to New Zealand 
young Singh was matched against Billy 
Bayne in Auckland. The match was 
declared a ‘no contest” event after 
two sluggish rounds. It was obvious 
to Harbans that he needed more 
strength and skill. He worked for a 
year on his father’s farm to build him- 
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One of the many international stars to be defeated by Singh was George Constantine of Roumania shown here with Har- 


ban before their match. 


Three great Indian champions, left to right, Tiger Joginder Singh (1954), 
Harban Singh (1938-1953) and the present titleholder, Dara Singh. 
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self up and then returned to India to 
resume his training unde. the direc- 
Поп of the famous Allah Bux of 
Jallunder. 

After two years of serious training 
Harbans Singh again returned to New 
Zealand. In 1934 he was matched with 
the American, Joe Gotch, at the fam- 
out Leichardt Stadium in Sydney, 
Australia, He won a decisive victory 
and received a tremendous ovation 
from the packed house. The press 
hailed him as another Gama from 
India. He then met Big Bill Beth and 
defeated him in short order too. 

There followed a whole string of 
victories which brought Harbans Singh 
much fame and considerable fortune. 
Out of the 60 matches he fought in 
Australia he only lost three. 

On returning to New Zealand he 
signed up with the Pioneer Wrestling 
Club and soon after was matched 
against Canadian George Walker for 
the British Empire Title. The match 
took place in Wellington, N.Z. be- 
fore a sellout house, and once again 
Singh emerged victorious. 

Harbans then left New Zealand for 


Here Singh uses his famous short-arm scissors on Constantine during their 1950 match in Punjab. 


the Fiji Islands where he defeated such 
men as Tony Lamaro, Wong Buck 
Cheung, Tony Catalino, Louis Par- 
dello.and George Pencheff. From here 
he journeyed through the Philippines, 
then to Hong Kong, Shanghai, Nan- 
king, Peking, Canton, Siam and fi- 
nally back to India in 1937. 


He had planned his trip to arrive 
in India just in time for the National 
Championship Tournament. Promoter 
George lonesco had invited the top 
wrestlers from аП-оуег the world to 
participate and hundreds were present. 
Singh won one match after another 
and advanced right to the finals. On 
May 8th, 1938, at Madras, he met the 
mighty King Kong—the Bearded 
Terror of the East—for the coveted 


АП India Trophy. The battle was a 
fierce one with both men fighting 
like they had never fought before. 


Even the Great Gama himself was at 
ringside for this thrilling contest. 
The violent struggle ended abrupt- 
ly when Harbans Singh summoned up 
every last ounce of strength and threw 
King Kong so hard that he knocked 
him out. With that final burst of 
energy Harbans Singh became the new 
Champion of India and the hero of 
nearly half a billion people, He was 
now in constant demand and fought 
throughout the East and the Orient. 
After travelling steadily for two years 
he returned to Punjab where he met 
and married a lovely Punjabi girl. 


Later they moved to Kashmir where 
their first child was born whom they 
named Kashmir Singh. Harbans Singh 
did not wish his son to follow in his 
footsteps but the same fire for the 
ring is now burning in the youngest 
Singh and he has become his father’s 
greatest fan. 


In 1942 Harbans Singh had the 
privilege of a life-time when he met 
the late Mahatma Ghandi at the Nag- 
pur Exhibition. He was flattered when 
Ghandi told him that he was honored 
to meet India’s greatest wrestler. 

In addition to those already men- 
tioned above, this great wrestler has 
defeated Billy Miske, George Hopkins, 
Seelie Samora, Sardar Khan, Sayed 
Saif Shah, Baron Von Heczsym, 
George Constantine, George Zibszko, 
Jegi Goldstein, Mitchell Gill, Andree 
Adoree, Tiger Holden, Bert Assirati, 
and dozens of others. 

Harbans Singh is still wrestling but 
spends much of his time training his 
son Kashmir who is already a worthy 
opponent and may one day carry the 
Singh name to the same great heights 
as his father before him. In India 
wrestling is more than a sport—it is 
a way of life—and every great wrest- 
ler has millions of avid followers. 
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. Photo submitte 


WALSKI OF 


HEN -ме гап. “ош "Photo Con- 

test" some issues back we were 

not only hard-pressed: to choose the 

winners, but we ‘were snowed under 
Бу а huge number of good pictures. 

‘These pictures all were good’ stots 

and all were interesting, the type that 


we felt: you, our readers, would’ enjoy 


seeing, so. wedecided to share these 
with you. by: starting. a new and excit- 
ing feature—the: ‘FANS: : CANDID 
CORNER. 


Any: photo that has to do with wres: 
Hingi or wrestlers, is eligible for. this 


TEMPT FOR THE FANS IN PHIL- 


d b 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


contest. Each month we will print a 
number of these pictures. Those which 
are selected will earn the sender $2.00 
and a byline in our international maga- 
zine—the official magazine of the 
FAN CLUBS—WRESTLING REVUE, 

Please submit BLACK AND WHITE 
photos only. All photos become the 
property of WRESTLING REVUE and 
cannot be returned. 

Send a description of the photo 
along with your name and address to 
FAN'S CANDID: CORNER — Wres- 
Hing Revue, 545 Fifth Ave., New York 
City, М.Ү. 


Poor Eddie Graham caught between 
Jerry Graham and Haystack Calhoun. 
Photo by 


JUNE KLING OF BROOKLYN 


Red McKim looks over his favorite, 
WRESTLING REVUE, Photo by 
DIANE DEVINE OF SPRING- 
FIELD, MO. 


| Dick Steinborn during Weare stars 
| softball game in Florida. Photo by 

|. BOBBY STAEFORD OF TEMPLE 

` TERRACE, FLA. 


The Japanese giant 
Shohei Baba in Hono- 
lulu, Photo by 
GEORGE BEPPU 


The fans mob Klondike Bill. Photo by 


TOMMY HOGANS OF MONA- 
HANS, TEXAS. 


Nu 


Bearcat Wright snapped on his way Dick The Bruiser works over The Destroyer in Los Angeles match, The referee 

to the ring. Photo by is Primo Carnera, Photo by 

JOHN DAVIDSON OF OAK- GLENN BRAY OF SAN FERNANDO, CALIF. ч 
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SCRANTON 
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WRESTLING REVUE BONUS 


: BRUNO SAMMARTINO - 

- - GENE КІМ5КІ | 
2 JOHNNY VALENTINE 
BILL MILLER — 


CK THE BRUISER 


‘MIGHTY YANKEES 


BILLY GOELZ | 


25 CORA COMBS 
LUTHER LINDSAY | 
RIPPER COLLINS — 

` BOB GEIGEL 
JOHNNY POWERS 


Roy "Ripper" Collins is one of the top attrac- 


tions in the Islands. 


Pat Patterson is the victim of Nick Bockwinkle's 
irate performance as Nick's tag partner Kinji 
Shibuya enjoys the goings-on. 


Luther Lindsay found out why they call him Dick the Bruiser. 
Referee Wally Tatsumi had a tough time in keeping the 
Bruiser from doing his foul deeds, 


Kinji Shibuya gets a "bang" out of 
Bill Watts’ "Oklahoma Stampede." 


Referee Jim Davis checks to make sure that Lou Thesz has a shoulder clear 
as the Bruiser attempts a pin. 


Rene Goulet gives the dastardly Ste- 
vens a taste of his own medicine. 


Poor Rene Goulet, he gets a going over as he is trapped in a corner by 
Ray Stevens and Pat Patterson. Referee Frank Merrill comes to the rescue. 
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ACTION IN BUFFALO | 


Upstate Promoter Pedro Martinez gives quality and quantity to wrestling 
devotees іп Buffalo, Troy and Utica, N.Y. In Buffalo, he signs Big Time stars 
and then presents a seven bout, Wrestling Extravaganza. Tabbed, "The 
Barnum of Wrestling" Promoter Martinez continually comes up with the un- 
expected and offers matches comparable to the wild and. woolly, affairs 


presented in Texas. 


The newest sensations in Buffalo are the powerful "Mighty Yankees." 


Very popular with the fans is the clown 
' prince of the midget grapplers Pee 
Wee James. 


Johnny Powers sits stunned on the 
arena floor after Moose Cholak threw 
him from the ring. 


Steve Stanlee is being used as a punching bag by Tony Marino. Tony is among the top favorites of the fans in 
the upstate New York area, He is a skilled matman who can handle the roughouse boys by giving them a taste of their 
own medicine, 


That's throwing the Bull . . . Billy Goelz sends Bull Johnson 


io Di is restrained by a policeman as he is 
рер эу pe into the ropes with his famed Twister . . . 


about to go after Chris Tolos during a wild melee 
that continued outside the rina. 
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Gene Kiniski is slammed to the mat by Dick the 
Bruiser during their bloody brawl that ended up 
with both men. being disqualified, 


Things don't look too good for Bob Geigel, but 
Bob came back to defeat Angelo Poffo. 
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‚ Wilbur Snyder has Johnny Valentine in 
trouble with а leg ‘scissors. The two 
old rivals fought a bitter struggle. 


The gals always provide plenty of action for the Windy 
City fans and two of the best are Cora Combs and Rita 
Crawford. Cora is in real trouble here but she came back 


; ; treated to a whip by Huey ^ к; 
Assassin No. 1 is about to be treate qud strong to give her rival the works. The two gals 


i ked rival who 
Long, but Long was no match for his masked пуа put on a stirring battle that had the fans up and 


gave him a good going over. cheering most of the way. 
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However, Miller gave as good 
| as һе got, slamming Bruno 
- around plenty before the match) | 


was over. 
B б 


© It was a wild night in Scranton when the giants of the 
mat, Bruno: Sammartino and. Bill Miller, ‘clashed: (Above) 

! Miller is sent crashing to the mat by а powerful: Bruno 
body-slam. (Below) Bill is all tangled up in the ropes after 
being tossed out: of the ring. 


Miller snarled at the fans as he jam- 
med his knee into Bruno's face. 


n 
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Gallagher, who is known to Scranton radio fans as "Mother Fletcher," lays 
the law down to the teams of Lopez-Kid and Low-Low and Cupid, 


| The Jamaica Kid and Pancho Lopez get the once over. (Below) Fuzzy and the 
rest of the boys all gang-up on Bruno, when they don't agree with his actions. 


Little "Bruno" clowns with Big Bruno 
before the former stepped in to referee 
a midgets match, 


ALABAMA REPORT (Correspondent JERRY FURLINE) 
BIRMINGHAM ... Len Rossi and Mario Milano defeated 
Doug Lindsey and Treach Phillips; Young Atlas and Cyclone 
Atlas defeated Tojo Yammamoto and Tomayo Soto; Chin 
Lee defeated Bud Clardy; Corsica Joe defeated Chief Little 
Bear; Princess Ubangi defeated Sweet Georgia Brown. 
MOBILE . . . Luke Graham defeated Pierre DeGlane; 
Len Rossi and Mario Milano won from the Medics; Doug 
Lindsey and Treach Phillips won over Young Atlas and 
Gene Dundee; Tojo Yammamoto and Tomayo Soto de- 
feated Jackie Cargo and Ken Hollis. 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (Correspondent DON MARROW) 
-.. Jim Hady defeated Bob Boyer; Victor Rivera defeated 
Fritz Von Goering; Gorilla Monsoon defeated Ricky Hunter; 
Ray Stevens beat Joe Scarpa; Kinji Shiubuya and Cyclone 
Negro defeated Pepper Gomez and Bill Watts; Cora Combs 
defeated Kathy O'Brien. 


SPARTANBURG, S.C. (Correspondent BILL TOBIAS)... 
Hans Schmidt defeated Alex Medina; Red Roberts beat 
Ray Gardine; Bronco Lubich defeated Rudy Kay; George 
Becker and Johnny Weaver won from Larry Hamilton and 
Boris Malenko; Penny Banner beat Peggy Allen; The 
Scotts defeated Gene and Lars Anderson. 


NEBRASKA REPORT (Correspondent JAYE L. HUEY) 
LINCOLN ... Haru Sasaki and Bobby Hart went to а 
draw; Dale Lewis defeated Billy Red Cloud; Cowboy Brad- 
ley and Fuzz Cupid went to a draw; Tim Woods and Luke 
Brown whipped Paul Vachone and The Mad Russian. 
OMAHA ... Dale Lewis and The Mad Russian won from 
Bobby Hart and Frank Hester; Tim Woods and Luke 
Brown bested Johnny Dane and Danny Plechas; Paul 
Vachone beat Ken Mack. 


TENNESSEE REPORT (Correspondent CHARLOTTE 
MARR)... 


KNOXVILLE . .. Al Costello and Jackie Fargo won from 
Doug Lindsey and Treach Phillips; Corsica Joe and Don 
Green went to a draw; Ken Hollis beat Gene Dundee; 
Luke Graham beat Rich King. 

DECATUR ... Len Rossi and Mario Lilano defeated 
Corsica Joe and Tamayo Soto; Rita Cortez defeated Mrs. 
Corsica Joe. 

CLEVELAND . . . Ken Hollis and Mack York drew; 
Gene Dundee beat Alex Perez; Mario Milano and Chief 
Little Bear beat Corsica Joe and The Masked Terror; 
The Von Branners defeated The Medics. 
CHATTANOOGA Ken Hollis defeated Gorgeous 
George Allen; Gene Dundee and Jackie Fargo won from 
Corsica Joe and Treach Phillips; Luke Graham beat Chief 
Little Bear; Mario Milano and Len Rossi beat The Medics. 


ORLANDO, Fla. (Correspondent KATHY DEAN)... 
Sam Steamboat and George Drake went to a draw; Cyclone 
Soto' beat Johnny Bence; Lester Welch defeated Jesse 
James; Bob Orton beat Tony Nero; The Medics whipped 
Don Curtis and Klondike Bill. 


MISSOURRI REPORT (Correspondent DIANE DEVINE) 
SEDALIA ... Lee Henning defeated Tor Kamata; Jerry 
Kozak and Ron Reed won from Bob Brown and Ken Mack; 
The Stomper defeated The Viking. 

SPRINGFIELD ... Mike Clancy defeated Hiro Matsuda; 
Danny Hodge and The Kentuckians won from The Assassins 
and Joe McCarthy; Krusher defeated Torbellino Blanco. 
ST. JOSEPH ... The Butcher defeated Lee Henning; 
Ron Reed beat The Viking; Jerry Kozak won from Ken 
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NATION-WIDE WRESTLING RESULTS 


Mack; Jim Webba beat Victor Rivera; The Stomper and 
Sonny Meyers won from Tor Kamata and Oki Shikima. 


RICHMOND, Va. (Correspondent STEVE MITCHELL) ... 
Corsica Jean won from Tony Nero; Bob Orton and Boris 
Malenko defeated Rudy Kay and Steve Bolus; Don Chuy 
bested Zapata; The Scotts defeated Kurt and Henry Von 
Stroheim. 


AUSTRALIA REPORT (Correspondent TEMMY MAISTRE) 
WILLOUGHBY ... Pampero Firpo defeated Dom DeNucci; 
Waldo Von Erich won over Brian Ashby; Art Nelson and 
Pepper Gomez drew; Nick Bockwinkle won over Johnny 
Boyd; Dick Steinborn won from Abe Lightfoot; Con Tolios 
defeated Alan Penfold. 

SYDNEY ... Brian Ashby and Spike Robson defeated, 
Johnny Boyd and Alan Penfold; Killer Kowalski defeated 
Roy Heffernan; Waldo Von Erich defeated Nick Bock- 
winkle; Art Nelson beat Dick Steinborn; Larry Odea won 
from George Lackey; Pepper Gomez won from Pampero 
Firpo. 


HOUSTON, Tex. (Correspondent HARLAN HAAS) ... 
Bily Red Lyons and Roger Kirby went to a draw; Dory 
Dixon beat The Destroyer; Mark Lewin won from Lorenzo 
Parente; The Ox and Bull Curry beat The Mummy and 
Jimmy Valentine; Holly Howard beat Millie Zec; Lewin 
and Curry ended in a draw in the final of a ten man 
Battle Royal; Gene Kiniski and Ernie Ladd went to a draw. 


ATLANTA, Ga. (Correspondent DAVE RUSSELL) ... 
Dale Lewis won over Sputnick Monroe; Al Costello and 
Louis Tillet beat Darroyl Cockran and Ken Hollis; Mario 
Galento and Chief Little Eagle won from Chin Lee and 
Rip Carson; Karl and Eric Von Braune beat Billy and 
Jimmy Hines. d 


TULSA, Okla. (Correspondent GEORGE STEWART) ... 
Blimp Harris and Torbellino Blanco went to a draw; Mike 
Clancy defeated Hiro Matsuda; Krusher Kowalski de- 
feated Ray Gordon; The Kentuckians and Dan Hodge got 
together to defeat The Assassins and Joe McCarthy. 


NORFOLK, Va. (Correspondent BIFF CLINE) . . . Don 
Chuy beat Pedro Zapata; John Gudiski and Corsica Jean 
drew; Bob Orton and Boris Malenko won over Billy Two 
Rivers and Chief Suni War Cloud; The Scotts defeated 
Kurt and Henny Von Stroheim. 


DALLAS, Tex. (Correspondent JIMMY HYLES) ... 
Danny McShane and The Amazing Zuma went to a draw; 
Bull Curry beat The Mummy; Lorenzo Parente defeated 
Killer Karl Kox; Billy Lyons and The Ox wrestled to a 
draw with Mark Lewin and Jimmy Valentine; Fritz Von 
Erich and Duke Keomuka went to a draw. 
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (Correspondent JIM THOMAS)... 
Prince Pullins won from Steve Stanlee; Igor Vodik beat 
Tom Jones; Moose Cholak whipped Bozo Brown; Pullins 
came back to draw with Les Thatcher; The Assassins de- 
feated Dick The Bruiser and Bobby Managoff. 


SEATTLE, Wash. (Correspondent JOAN MOORE)... 
Erich Froelich defeated Ivan Kameroff; Paddy Barrett 
and Tony Borne drew; Bearcat Wright defeated Pancho 
Lopez; Pepper Martin drew with John Tolos; Don Leo 
Jonathan defeated Crusher Stasiak. 


WINNIPEG, Mant. (Correspondent EDNA BYRNE)... 
Don Leo Jonathan defeated Sandor Kovacs; Tim Geohagan 
won from Pancho Lopez; Roy McClarty drew with Erich 
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Froelich; John Tolos and Paddy Barrett drew; Gene Kiniski 
defeated Whipper Watson. 


SAVANNAH, Ga. (Correspondent BOBBY KRAJAK) ... 
Darrayl Cockran beat Chief Little Eagle; Chin Lee beat 
Ken Hollis; Red Shadow bested Bob Stalls; Mario Galento 
won from Dale Lewis. 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REPORT (Correspondent JOE 
POTTGIESER, Ж)... 

SAN FRANCISCO ... Jim: Hady won over Ricky Hunter; 
Joe Scarpa beat Fritz Von Goering; Kinji Shibuya beat 
Bob Boyer; Gorilla Monsoon defeated The Spoiler; Ray 
Stevens defeated Bearcat Wright; Pepper Gomez and Victor 
Rivera won over Frank Shields and Pat Patterson; Cora 
Combs defeated Kathy O'Brien; Billy Wats defeated Cyclone 
Negro. 

OAKLAND ... Bearcat Wright defeated Frank Shields; 
Cyclone Negro beat Larry Williams; Joe Scarpa defeated 
' Chario Antectia; Ray Stevens won from Bob Boyer. 
SAN JOSE ... Joe Scarpa won from The Spoiler; Victor 
Rivera beat Bob Boyer; Pepper Gomez won from Frank 
Shields; Bill Watts and Jim Hady defeated Ray Stevens 
and Pat Patterson. 

SANTA CRUZ... Cyclone Negro won from Bob Boyer; 
Cora Combs beat Kathy O'Brien; Gorilla Monsoon beat 


Ricky Hunter; Kinji Shibuya defeated Jim Hady. 


CHARLESTON, S.C. (Correspondent MIKE MOONEY- 
НАМ)... John Heidman defeated Ray Gardini; Abe 
Jacobs beat John Gudiski; Rudy Kay won over Red Roberts; 
The Scotts defeated The Missouri Mauler and Boris 
Malenko. 


MOLINE, Ill (Correspondent LARRY FUHR) . . . Jay 
York beat Tiny Mills; Harley Race won from Eddie 
Sharkey; Reg Parks beat Bob Morgan; Ernie Ladd de- 
feated Chris Markoff; The Crusher beat Chris Tolos. 


MINNESOTA REPORT (Correspondent NORM KIETZER) 
ST. PAUL . . . Chris Tolos defeated Eddie Sharkey; 
Chris Markoff won over Tiny Mills; Jay York defeated 
Bob Morgan and Mark Starr in a handicap match; Larry 
Hennig and Harley Race won from Dale Lewis and Reg 
Parks. 

MANKATO ... Johnny Zendejos defeated Mark Starr; 
Reg Parks beat Larry Hennig; Jay York won from Tiny 
Mills; Chris Tolos defeated Eddie Sharkey. 
MINNEAPOLIS . . . Al Franklin defeated Ron Step in 
a boxing match; Chris Tolos won over Bob Morgan; Larry 
Hennig defeated Johnny Zendejos; The Crusher whipped 
Bill Todd. 
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HERO 


By TOM HOWARD 


Last issue we told of Hamilton’s 
idol, Jesse James. Now, we tell 
the tale of how Rocky met up 
with the hombre using Jesse’s 
name... 


OCKY HAMILTON, better known 
as The Missouri Mauler, admires 
no man more than he does the in- 
famous western badman, Jesse James. 
A firm believer in the "Robin Hood" 
image which has grown up around the 
renowned outlaw, Rocky was duly per- 
plexed one day recently when he was 
told he would have to wrestle against 
a man by the name of Jesse Jarnes. 
"| don't know whether this feller's 
real name is Jesse James or not," the 
Mauler explained. "If it ain't, then 


Matman Jesse James who clashed with 
The “Missouri Mauler.” 
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James showed skill and finesse but he was no match for the brutal tactics of 
the much bigger and heavier Hamilton and succumbed to Rocky. 


he's a liar as well as bein' a crook. If 
he really was born with that name, 
then he should have changed it out of 
respect for a great man—not tried to 
exploit the name of a great humani- 
tarian in order to make a fistful of 
dirty money! 

"When | wrestle this man," Rocky 
continued, "it ain't just going to be a 
matter of beating another opponent 
in the ring—it's going to be a matter 
of defending the honor of a great 
man—and I'll do just that when | whip 
the hide off this imitation Jesse 
James!" 

Jesse James (the outlaw) couldn't 
possibly have been too ashamed of 
Jesse James (the wrestler) if he could 
have witnessed how the latter Jesse 
fought against a bigger man with the 
courage so often attributed to the 
Jesse of old. James was fast, scientific 
and aggressive, often frustrating his 
bigger opponent, Only Hamilton's 
vastly greater size and strength enabl- 
ed him to subdue the man who bore 
his idol's name, | 

"| hope that bogus Jesse James 
learned him a lesson," Rocky remarked, 
following the match. "| done him just 
the way I'd do anybody who takes 
that name lightly! 


"| got my differences with a lot of 
wrestlers for a lot of reasons," the 
Mauler continued, "but there's one I'd 
particularly like to get in a ring some- 
time, though | don't suppose | ever 
will. I'm talkin' about one named Bob 
Ford—that's the name of the man who 
shot Jesse James in the back, If | could 
get ahold of this idiot—this sneak thief 
who thinks it's smart to use the name 
of the worst coward since Benedict 
Arnold! | understand that this Bob 
Ford suddenly stopped wrestling when 
he heard | was gunning for him. It's 
a good thing for him that he did, be- 
cause the Missouri Mauler would have 
hunted him down and fixed him for 
good." 

Was Jesse James a benevolent cru- 
sader for what was right and a friend 
to those wronged by the unscrupulous 
monied interests of his day—or was he 
a thief and a murderer? Perhaps his- 


tory books will never all agree on this , 


matter. Where Rocky Hamilton is con- 
cerned, though, there is no room for 
argument, If you don't agree with him 
that Jesse James was indeed а 19th 
Century Robin Hood, it's best to avoid 
the subject of the Old West's most 
notorious outlaw when in the presence 
of the Missouri Mauler, |" ® 
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IAUKEA · 


(Continued fi 25 

Sai a laukea likes to work on the fingers and 
arms of his opponents and will use any 
means fair or foul to gain the edge. 


makes money," he says, "but the top 
ones can make quite a bundle, | de- 
, cided | wanted that top billing." 


Before applying the finisher, the Prince worked over Harry pretty good— These days, he's getting top billing 


a slam into the turnbuckle was one of his first moves, in rings throughout the Eastern United 
States as he competes for a chance at 


Sammartino's golden belt, laukea fig- 
ures his royal blood deserves nothing 
less. 

"My Great Grandfather was ап 
ambassador to Hawaiian monarchy,” 
he points out, "That's why | am per- 
mitted to use the title of nobility. If 
the United States had not come over 
to annex Hawaii, | would be a king 
there today. In fact, there still exists 
a small group of my followers in 
Hawaii who want me to return per- 
manently as their king. | want to be à 
king here in the United States—a king 
of wrestling, With my size, my strength 
and my knowledge there's no reason 
why | won't succeed." 

The highly-articulate Hawaiian is 
well on his way towards achieving that 
goal. laukea is an ardent student of his 
trade and he shows a keen analytical 
mind when preparing for an important 
match, "I always study: my opponent 


The Giant has great strength, as can be seen in these two views, front and 
rear of a wrist lock put on by him on the hapless Harry. 
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laukea pounds away at his opponents making good use of his 350-pounds, A 
snarling villain when he has his own way, he quickly complains to the referee 


when he is fouled 


as thoroughly as possible," the Prince 
commented, "There are always things 
one can pick up by watching other 
wrestlers at work. | never stop learn- 
ing. l'm forever studying the tech- 
niques and faults of my fellow wres- 
tlers. l'm certain it will pay off big one 
of these days. 

"I've discovered, too," he continued, 
"that pro wrestling actually consists of 
about sixty-percent experience, with 
strength and skill making up the re- 
maining forty-percent. There's nothing 
like experience to make up for other 
mistakes, Only long experience will en- 
able a man to keep his wits about him 
when 15,000 screaming people are 
after his scalp!" 

Besides irate fans, every top name 
in wrestling is after his scalp now. Sev- 
eral months ago the highly-vocal Bob- 
by Davis took laukea under his protec- 
tive wing and now serves as a man- 
ager-promotion man, The result has 
been a sudden rise to prominence for 
the one-time gridder from Honolulu. 

Davis, who has also guided the for- 
tunes of former champion Buddy 
"Nature Boy" Rogers, Gorilla Mon- 


soon, Killer Kowalski and others, is 
naturally quite excited about his latest 
"discovery." "laukea is a massive bun- 
dle of muscle," Davis claims. 

He came upon the Prince during a 
tournament in Hawaii, where laukea 
won five consecutive matches in rack- 
ing up the championship. The garrul- 
ous Davis was so impressed with the 
360-pounder that he could see nothing 
but dollar signs for hours! 


"| just sat there spellbound," he 
says. "| was unable to say a word. His 
speed for a big fellow and the unusual 
power in his hands amazed me." 

"Believe me, l'm not just chatting 
when | say this man is a sure bet to 
win the heavyweight championship one 
of these days, | don't care whom he 
has to meet for it, either. He can take 
bums like Sammartino, The Beast, or 
any of the other so-called stars and 
break them in half. He's that strong!" 

With strength and size being lau- 
kea's primary assets, it's no wonder 
the Hawaiian giant is a fan of Jap- 
anese Sumo wrestling. "Sumo wrestling 
in Japan," he explained, "is the big- 


gest sport in the country. The major 
tournaments staged over there cause 
as much interest and excitement as 
baseball's World Series here in the 
United States, It's unbelievable, 

"There's actually very little skill in- 
volved," laukea continued. "Two gi- 
gantic men merely come together in 
a tremendous clash and they do it in 
a ring eight feet in diameter. | call it 
a tug-of-war between two fat guys, 
because that's just about what it is. 
It's a sport where brute strength is all 
that's necessary, 

"The interesting thing about Sumo 
wrestling, however, is the way the Jap- 
anese people treat their wrestler. A 
Sumo wrestler is a god over there. He 
is respected and admired by every- 
one, I've seen elaborate housing areas 
where these wrestlers live and train. 


It's quite a sight. The Sumo wrestlers 
are trained from a very early age to 
be champions. They do nothing but 
eat and learn their profession. It takes 
years of eating and training to be- 
come a top Sumo wrestler, but, once 
they make it, they find it well worth 
their while." 

Still, laukea feels the United States 
mat stars would more than hold their 
own in matches against Sumo wres- 
tlers. "There really isn't any way to. 
compare the two styles," he says, "but, 
our catch-as-catch-can method is much 
superior to their style, As | say, they 
rely solely on, brute strength, There's 
more science in our wrestling and | 
don't think the Sumo-trained athletes 
would compete very well against the 
United States wrestlers." 

One thing about Sumo wrestlers, 
however. They don't travel. Prince 
laukea's travel schedule is an exhaust- 
ing one. One typical week in February 
found him in Pittsburgh on Saturday, 
New York City on Monday, Philadel- 
phia on Tuesday, Baltimore оп Wed- 
nesday, Washington on Thursday and 
back to Pittsburgh on Friday. During 
that time he wrestled seven times and 
appeared three times on. televised 
bouts. 

"You get numb after awhile," he 
admitted, 

Numb or not, laukea plans to con- 
tinue his quest for Sammartino's cham- 
ріопѕћір, belt—and the loot that goes 
with it, "As far as I'm concerned," he 
says, "the greatest wrestler in the 
business is the one who makes the 
most money! And I'd love to be the 
greatest." e 
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Seen -Х 


The rivalry between The Crusher and Larry Hennig goes back а long way, to the time when Larry was a protege 
of Vern Gagne, then a hated enemy of The Crusher. Now it is Hennig who is the foe of both Gagne and Reggie. 


CRUSHER 


(Continued from page 12) 

Тһе Crusher spent the next couple 
of years, 1961 and 1962, mostly in 
the Pittsburgh area where he became 
the leading wrestler. The list of op- 
ponents he defeated during those 
years includes Buddy Rogers, Bruno 
Sammartino, and Antonino Rocca. He 
also headlined cards throughout the 
northeast, including New York's 
Madison Square Garden. 

In late 1962, The Crusher returned 
to the midwest where he has done 
most of his wrestling since that time. 
He has returned to Pittsburgh for 
several WWWF title matches with 
Bruno Sammartino. 

The Crusher wrestles mainly in 
singles matches. He and his “cousin” 
Dick “The Bruiser” Afflis are a high- 
ly successful tag team. In fact, they 
held the World Tag Team Cham- 
pionship for several months, But, 
both The Bruiser and The Crusher 
are in such demand as singles stars 
that it has not been economical for 
them to form a permanent tag team. 

The Crusher’s greatest rivalry in 
the wrestling ring in recent years has 
been with Verne Gagne. While Gagne 
held the AWA title, they had many 

' matches. Lately, the Crusher’s arch 
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rivals in the wrestling ring have been 
Mad Dog Vachon and the tag team 
of Handsome Harley Race and Larry 
Hennig. 

It was Hennig & Race—former 
proteges of Tbe Crusher—who de- 
feated The Crusher & The Bruiser to 
win the World Tag Team Champion- 
Ship. In fact, Crusher's hatred of 
"The Dolly Sisters" as he calls them 
is so intense that he recently teamed 
up with his former enemy, Verne 
Gagne, in an attempt to defeat Hen- 
nig & Race. Crusher said of Gagne, 
"He was a good partner, but some- 
times when the going got rough he 
would get carried away and start to 
use some of those amateur holds he 
knows. In professional wrestling you 
have to use rougher tactics." 

Although The Crusher and Gagne 
were unsuccessful in their attempt to 
win Hennig & Race's title, they did 
gain some revenge. In a 6-man tag 
team match, The Crusher and Verne 
Gagne and Kenny Jay teamed up to 
defeat Hennig and Race and Chris 
Markoff. 

The Crusher has his own personal 
names for each of the Dolly Sisters. 
They are "Gertrude" Hennig, "Syl- 
via" Race, and "Sweet Lips Christine" 
Markoff. 

The Crusher's most hated enemy 


however, is the man he calls "Mad 
Pig" Vachon. These two have had 
many bloody battles and there is no 
love lost between them. 

Since winning the title, Crusher has 
defeated Hennig, Race, Markoff, and 
Vachon. He has defended the AWA 
title in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Illinois, the Dakotas, and Nebraska. 

What does The Crusher think of 
the other wrestlers whom Һе has 
faced during his career? Here is what 
he has to say about some of his op- 
ponents: 

"I haven't wrestled Lou  Thesz 
since he held the NWA title in the 
50's. I lost to him on a disqualifica- 
tion then. Lou Thesz has refused to 
meet me ever since. 

"Bruno Sammartino is strong all 
right—as far as lifting weights is 
concerned. But there's a difference 
between being a strong wrestler and 
a strong weight lifter. The Crusher 
is the strongest wrestler in the busi- 
ness today, not Bruno. Sammartino 
is too dumb to be champ. He doesn't 
deserve any title. The Crusher is the 
real champion. I've met and defeated 
more top wrestlers than any other 
man, What more can you do? 

"Buddy Rogers? He never even 
pushed me. After four matches with 
me, he quit wrestling. He's just one 


of the many bums I put out of com- 

mission. 

"Mad Dog Vachon? I can handle 
that jerk Arab with one hand behind 
my back. 

"Verne Gagne came close to giving 
me my roughest match. It was іп 
Minneapolis. It was rough, all right, 
but even he didn't extend The Crush- 
er too far. I haven't been pushed to 
my full potential yet. 

"Dick the Bruiser is the roughest 
wrestler, that is, besides The Crush- 
er. Bruiser is the second best wrestler 
also. 

“Тһе Dolly Sisters (Hennig, Касе, 
and Markoff)? The only reason I 
beat them one at a time instead of 
all together is that Karbo (Minneap- 
olis promoter) wouldn't let me take 
on all three of them at once." 

That is just a sample of what The 
Crusher has to say about his op- 
ponents. 

Тһе Crusher's wrestling style is dif- 
ferent from that of most wrestling 
“villains.” Although he uses his fists 
and kicks and stomps like other vil- 
lains, he is different in that he comes 
right out and does it. The Crusher 
doesn't wait till the referee’s back is 
turned before he breaks a rule. The 

only rules The Crusher follows in 
the wrestling ring are his own. 


He says, "If you want to see sci- 
entific amateur wrestling — then. go 
watch the college kids. Let's keep pro 
wrestling just like it is. It's a rough 
and tough sport where only the 
strong will survive. Any wrestler 
using the catch-as-catch-can method 
will beat any wrestler using the so- 
called scientific stuff. Those amateurs 
better go back to college where they 
belong, and leave the pro wrestling 
to the men." 


Crusher continues, "I am a real sci- 
entific wrestler. When I get through 
beating a bum he's afraid to step in 
the ring with me again. That's where 
the science comes in, I'm the strong- 
est wrestler, the most scientific, and 
I have the highest IQ." 

The Crusher's favorite method of 
winning his matches is by overpower- 
ing his opponents. He stomps, kicks, 
slugs and gouges his way to victory. 
He often uses his famous "Crusher 
Bolo Punch" to knock his opponents 
cold. This is the maneuver where he 
goes into a wind-up and lands his 
fist on his opponent's chin. The 
Crusher also has two submission holds 
which he uses to pin his opponents. 
They are the stomach claw and the 
full nelson. On rare occasions he has 
even used a drop kick to win his 
matches. 

The Crusher is about six feet tall 
and weighs 250 pounds. Не is solid 
muscle all over. His chest measures 
60 inches and he has 22-inch biceps. 
His neck measures 21 inches. The 
only small thing about him is his 
feet which are only size 9. 

His training methods? We'll let 
Тһе Crusher tell it himself. "I train 
in saloons. Whenever any smart guys 
get funny with me, I throw them 
against the wall, through the wall, 
or under the bar. I’m undefeated in 
the saloons since I was 14 years old. 

“Sure, I drink beer. What’s wrong 
with that? Beer's good for you. Yeah, 
I know Tony Galento trained on 
beer, too. But I work out the next 
day and keep the blubber from ac- 
cumulating." 

The Crusher also enjoys smoking 
expensive cigars. He has what can be 
described as a gravel voice. 

From what you've read so far, you 
would guess that The Crusher must 
be one of the most hated wrestlers 
іп the business. Such is not the case. 
In Minnesota, where he has done 


more wrestling than any place else 
in the last three years, The Crusher 
ranks with Verne Gagne, Eddie Shar- 
key, Reggie Parks, and Igor Vodik 
for popularity. It wasn't always so, 


but The Crusher has gradually de- 
veloped an army of fans. The secret 
of his popularity is probably his out- 
spoken honesty. The Crusher never 
claims to wrestle by the rules and 
he never tries to hide the fact that 
he is breaking a rule. 

Mitsu Arakawa will sneak in a 
karate thrust when the ref is not 
looking. Larry Hennig will help out 
Harley Race when the ref's back is 
turned. These are actions that the 
fans hate. The Crusher comes right 
out brawling from start to finish. He 
likes to hand out punishment, but 
he doesn't go crying to the referee 
when he has to take it. 

'The Crusher associates with the 
people more than some wrestlers. 
When the Minnesota Twins won the 
pennant, for example, The Crusher, 
who is an avid Twins fan, led a vic- 
tory march around the studio of 
WTCN-TV in Minneapolis and dis- 
rupted the wrestling show for a time. 

The Crusher is possibly the best 
known sports personality in the state 
of Minnesota. More people recognize 
him on the street than Harmon Kille- 
brew of the baseball Twins or Fran 
Tarkington of the football Vikings. 
Last year, a local singing group put 
out a record in which they imitated 
'The Crusher. It was called "The 
Crusher" and it was a big success. 

The Crusher still makes his home 
in Milwaukee. He is married, and he 
and his wife, Faye, have three chil- 
dren. They are David, 10; Dawn, 14; 
and Larry, 16. He also has numerous 
other relatives and friends in the 
Milwaukee area. 

What does the future hold in store 
for The Crusher? Ill let him tell 
you... 

“There is only one real champion 
and that is The Crusher. Lou Thesz, 
Bruno Sammartino, and all them fake 
champions? ГІ take them all on in 
one night and then I'll be the un- 
disputed champ! Then, I'm going to 
open a saloon in Milwaukee. I will 
hang my championship belt over my 
bar, and I'll take on all challengers 
in my back room." 

That's quite a dream, Crusher. 
Time alone will tell if it ever comes 


true. e 
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Dear Friends: 

Here we are again with the latest 
news from the world of fan clubs, | am 
very pleased at the response to our 
pen' pal corner and it will continue to 
be a regular feature in this column. 

| just received another nice note 
from Ruth Gordon. She writes that she 
has taken over as president of the Rip 
Hawk & Swede Hanson fan club and 
has just started a club for The Von 
Stroheim Brothers, Her address is 232 
Westmont Avenue, E, Norfolk, Virginia 
23503. 

One of the newcomers to the wres- 
tling game is Bobby Shane, Bobby is 
20 years old and | hear he is quite a 
wrestler. Bobby has a club run by 
Sandy Korman, Each member receives 
a fact sheet, membership card, a pic- 
ture and news of Bobby's matches. All 
this costs members only 25c, That is 
quite a good bargain. If you wish to 
join, write to Sandy at 1710 University 
Ave., Dubuque, lowa 52002. 

From the wrestling boom country, 
Australia, comes a fan club for one of 
Australia's own—Larry O'Day. His Co- 
president, Miss Helen Begg, wrote to 
tell us of the activities of her fan club. 
You can write to The Larry O'Day Fan 


l 


Rip Hawk and Swede Hanson flank 


CHATTER 


by Douglas Lee Gair 


Club at 23 Claremont St. South Yarra, 
Vic. Australia, : 
' Attention fan club presidents—if 
your clubs bulletins leave something to 
be desired, because of the way they 
are printed, there is now a service that 
will print up your bulletins at a very 
reasonable price. For full information 
write to Pro Wrestling Publications, 
P.O. Box 694, Mankato, Minn. 56002. 
Kathy Robertson wrote ło tell us 
that she has a new club in addition to 
the club for Ace Freeman. It is for 
Johnny DeFazio from Pittsburgh. Dues 
for each club are $1.00 per year. Write 
to Kathy at 7th Street Post Office 
Box 93, Grapeville, Pennsylvania 15634. 
Georgiann Mastis has compiled all 
the results of Bruno Sammartino from 
1960-1966 into a very interesting bul- 
letin. You can get a copy for just 50c. 
Write to Georgiann Mastis at 32-18 
34th Street, Astoria, New York 11106. 
| received a leHer recently from 
Yolanda Okuda, president of the Dean 
Higuchi Fan Club. In a past issue | 
listed the club as no longer being in 
existence, She says the club is still 
operating and that | should list the 
club again. | explained a few issues 


back that if we at the WRESTLING 


their FC president Ruth Gordon. , 


REVUE office don't receive any bulle- 
tins or information about the club we 
have no way of knowing whether or 
not the club still exists. 

_As is our policy, we cannot mislead 
you fans, so we wish to keep in touch 
with all clubs so that we can report it 
to our readers, If | have caused anyone 
difficulty | am truly sorry, but my first 
obligation is to the readers of WRES- 
TLING REVUE. So any club that wishes 
to be listed please send us material. 
Or at least keep up informed of what 
your club is doing, 

A new member of my World Wres- 
tling League has started a new club 
on his own; although it is designed for 
fans in the Michigan area, many fans 
who want complete coverage on a 
particular state will find "Michigan 
Scene" very enjoyable. The president 
is David Alexander, 25305 Brest, Tay- 
lor, Michigan 48180. Dues are $1.00 
per year. 

Another member of the WWL has 
taken over the presidency of a club. 
Carolyn Maloney of 257 Miramar Rd., 
Fort Meyers, Florida is now the head 
of the Tito Carreon Fan Club. She has 
the permission of Tito and of the 
former Pres, Barbara Miller. All mem- 
bers receive two 8xl0's, a wallet size 
photo, life story and bulletins. The 
dues are $1.00 per year, ; 

| mustn't forget to mention my very 
good friend Danny Bierne and his club. 

Danny's Capitol Wrestling Club con- 
centrates on the eastern wrestling 
scene. You can contact Danny at 100 
Cleremont Terrace, Elizabeth, N.J. 

Domenic DeNucci, as many of you 
already know, is now the world's cham- 
pion of Australia and his popularity is 
increasing by leaps and bounds, So no 
wonder a new fan club for him was 
formed down under. The president is 
Abby Rielding—400 Malvern Road— 
Prahran, Victoria, Australia. | am sure 
Abby would love to get some members 
from the States. 

Well this is my last attempt to get 
some information on the Les Thatcher 
Fan Club. The president Jean Pierce, 
who was just wonderful to me at last 
year's convention, seems to have stop- 
ped producing bulletins and stopped 
writing. If this club is now inactive | 
would like to be notified as soon as 
possible by someone in the club, 

| still get inquiries about Wrestling 
Round-up, my own publication. So 
once again, it is $1°50 per year. Bulle- 
tins are issued quarterly, free photos 
with each issue etc. The match of the 


Ricki Starr is greeted by the president 
of his British FC Maureen Beavan. 


month club is going great guns too. 
For all correspondence for both my 
clubs as well as material for Fan Club 
Chatter, it is much easier and quicker 
if you send it directly to me at 2520 
Kings Highway, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229. 

| haven't heard from my friend Bob 
Harmon's club in quite a while, | hope 
that either Bob or Jackie will notify 
me about the status of the club. 

| hope to have a full report on the 
National Convention being held in De- 
troit in the next issue. 

By the time this column reaches you, 
Jerry Graham, the good doctor of 
mayhem, will be back in action. He 
has been out of the mat world for a 
whole year and we all missed him. 

Judy Parden wrote to tell me that 
she and Jeri Pray have received per- 
mission to start a fan club for Dutch 
Savage. Jeri's address is 3700 Virginia, 
Amarillo, Texas—Judy's is 2510 W. 
3rd, Amarillo, Texas. Write to either 
of them for information. 

Another new club appeared on the 

“horizon for "The body that men fear 
and women adore," Sputnik Monroe. 
His president is Danny Goddard—462 
Gift Avenue S.E, Atlanta, Georgia 
30316, Не has really gone all-out to 
make the club a big success. Dues are 
$1.00 per year, members receive 
photos, bulletins, club pencil, member- 
ship cards and information sheet. 

Received a letter from Luis Hernan- 
dez.better knownas Rito Carreon, he 
told me that he has- authorized Mrs. 
R. L. Carr, P.O. Box 437, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30301. If you would like to 


Bobby Shane poses with one of his 


biggest fans Sandy Korman. 


join, just drop Mrs. Carr a line, 

А very good friend, Bob Cunning- 
ham, has been running the Dory Funk 
Sr. and Jr. clubs for two years and 
now has added younger brother Terry. 
The two younger Funks have formed a 
fantastic tag team, Bob tells me that 
Dory Jr. has a recorded win over 
champion Gene Kiniski. If you would 
like to join a club for any of the Funks 
write to Bob at Box 403, Stinnett, Tex. 

And now on to the pen pals for this 
month. Miss Marion Edgell, 6 Gayle 
Street, Watsonia, Victoria, Australia; 
Shirley Denly, 4531 Adams, Kansas 
City, Kansas 66103; Mike Magnotta, 
46 Waverly Road, Haverstown, Pa.; 
John O'Keefe, 146 Willow St., Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.; Thomas D'Ariggo, 2231 El- 
lis Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10462; Marie 
Bressina, Box 125, Altoona, Wisconsin 
54720; Mrs. Marie Coleman, 4517 
Liberty Ave., Apt 3, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
15224; Phillip Rabito, 65-23 180th St., 
Flushing, N.Y.; Jean Holder, P.O. Box 
1362, Delray Beach, Fla. 33444; Lynda 
Riley, 1703 West 4th St., Sioux City, 
lowa; James Koenigsdorf, 1050 Home 
Savings, Kansas City, Mo. 64106. 

Well that about does it for another 
issue. | hope you enjoyed it and that 
you all will take part in our pen pal 
corner, Remember all you club pres- 
idents we want to publicize your club 
and its activities, that is what we are 
here for. Send us your bulletins and 
other material and keep in touch with 
us. | hope you all have a pleasant 
summer. : 

Doug 


50 Beautiful Full-Page Pin-Ups 


SIZE 8% x1 ADY. FOR FRAMING 


PLUS 16 Terrific Action Photos 


ALL OF YOUR TV FAVORITES COME 
TO LIFE ON THE PAGES OF THIS 
MAGNIFICENT PUBLICATION. 
PRINTED ON HEAVY GLOSSY PAPER. 
The TV WRESTLING ALBUM is not sold on 


newsstands. It is available only through 
this magazine. 


ONLY 51,00 


delivers it to your door anywhere in the world. 


The supply is limited so order NOW! 
Fill out the coupon below and mail with one dollar to: 


WRESTLING 
CHAMPION SPORTS PUBLISHING CORP. 
545 Fifth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 10017 


Rush me the TV Photo Album. | enclose my dollar. 


Your name 


Address 
City ------- State Zip Code — 


(Please Print — Offer good in any country) 


61 


QU 23 
CHECK THE TYPE OF 
BODY YOU WANT! 


C] NORMAL [_] OUTSTANDING 
[ ] MR. AMERICA PHYSIQUE 


SAREE. um a ж 
| The Quickest, Surest Way To Build! А Magnificent Muscular 
Body 15 With DAN LURIE BARBELLS 
BETTER HEALTH INSTITUTE SURVEY REPORT SHOWS: 
".. . of all leading barbell manufacturers, 
the DAN LURIE BARBELLS were preferred 
by 8 out of 10 professional athletes." 


ЕБУСЕТОСУИУЛЫЕҚ ЕС ДЫҢ T У ata 3 aub 
BETTER HEALTH INSTITUTE 31 Union Square West—Room 501 
New York 3, New York 


Please send me the barbell set checked below. 
1 enclose payment in full. 


BARBELLS BARBELLS AND DUMBELLS 


[] 501b.- 13 PIECES - $14.98 ГІ 110 Ib. B&D + 32 PIECES - $26.48 
L] 701Ь.. 17 PIECES > $19.98 [] 160 Ib. B&D - 34 PIECES - $34.98 
ÛJ 1001b.- 19 PIECES > $23.48 [Г] 210 Ib. B&D - 36 PIECES > $42.98 
[1 2001b.- 23 PIECES - $39.98 [7] 310 Ib. B&D - 38 PIECES - $57.98 


CE oed ТОМЕ. STATE..... 


t with money 
order. NO C.O.D. ORDERS. ALL PRICES F.O.B. PLANT N.Y.C. 


PETER FANENE 


| MICK McMANUS WAYNE BRIDGES 


BODY BUILDING is a pleasure with the 


COMPLETE HOME GYM 


And just wait until you see 
the REMARKABLE RESULTS! 


But that’s not all we ОЕЕЕЕ 
YOU & THIS MARVELOUS GYM 
DELIVERED 


ү ' TO YOUR DOOR 


This set is the finest, most compact assem- 
blage of equipment yet devised to add power 
and attractiveness to every part of your 
body. And remember, it is engineered to meet 
the requirements not only for men, but for 
women and youngsters as well. What better 
endorsement can any equipment of this kind 
have than the acclaim of more than a million 
satisfied people who have watched their 
bodies fill out quickly and easily and who say, 
"After using your COMPLETE HOME GYM VORNE С | 
: for just a short time, I felt better than ever i ) іш | 
before. And it was fun." : M Пе ET solidly: built 
1 S тизс!е$ and 
But see for yourself. After all, the other y int 
fellow may have a magnificent body, but 
what.good does that do you? Do yourself a 
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big favor by ordering your COMPLETE 3 WALL PULLEY, ATTACHMENT | 
HOME GYM right now! And by the way, if for а Мае Магі exercises: 1 " 2. 25 
you happen to be looking for that special gift ff el hard-to:e device: 

for a friend, let us ship him a gym for you. i i А ШИБЕ th the! price’ of 
We'll be happy to enclose a personal gift card tids апа тегі. КЖ Нн, "they entire ove 


from you at no extra charge. 
This is the same COMPLETE HOME GYM BONUS! | 
which is sold by other companies: at prices FOR LIMITED LU TSSSKIP: ROPE! 


up to $17. So you begin with a saving when TIME ONLY! “Ап Old standby, of all athletes for build: 
you order from us. $1.50 5КІР КОРЕ ing speed and coordination; of ‘the’ legs 


Se de an a E Em a ea E E E EE EE GEE FREE and wrists. 7 


IF YOU ORDER NOWI 


Better Health Institute, Dept. 

31 Union Square, West—Room 501 

New York 3, New York 

Please rush me your COMPLETE HOME GYM. | en- 
close $14 as payment in full. 


Мае ce 
Vh I ODE аб етте 
State... 22250 2 ДР Eon [Hoops 


Offer good іп U.S, & Canada. For delivery in all other countries odd 
$3.00 for shipping costs. No C.O.D. orders accepted. For quicker! 
delivery make payment with money order in U.S. funds. 


MAN BEHIND 
` THE MIKE — 


Су of the most widely known of 
the ТУ wrestling announcers and а 
dean among all sportscasters is genial 
Ray Morgan who is the man behind 
the mike at the weekly shows from the 
Nation's Capital, Washington, D.C. 
Ray, who has been doing wrestling 
on a regular basis since 1957 has been 
in the broadcasting business for over 
thirty years, starting out in 1933 on 
radio station WETL in Philadelphia. 
Born in Trenton, N.J. and raised in 
the small town of Libertown, Md., Ray 
was headed for a law career at Notre 
Dame following his graduation from 
Atlantic City, N.J. high school, How- 
ever, as this was during the height of 
the depression he had to give up his 
dream, of college to go to work. After 
holding down a few selling jobs he de- 
cided to take a crack at the broad- 
casting business. 


Morgan applied to station WCAU 
in Philadelphia, but was told to get 
some experience. He worked without 
pay for the next six months for WETL, 
а small station in Philadelphia, but 


RAY MORGAN 


never got to WCAU, Instead he mov- 
ed on to WPG іп: Atlantic City. Mor- 
gan remained there for seven years, 
becoming chief announcer and sports 
director, When the station went off 
the air on New Year's Eve in 1940 Ray 
swtiched to WWDC іп Washington 
where he took over the post of chief 
announcer, 


Morgan failed in an attempt to en- 
list in the service but put in four years 
working for Uncle Sam as a public 
relations officer at the Miami Air Force 
Base. АНег the war he returned to 
WWDC as sports director and head 
of the special events department. He 
moved into TV a few years later and 
in 1952 joined ‘WTOP. Later he be- 
came sports director of WTTG-TV 
where he began his career as a wres- 
tling announcer. Ray's warm апа 
friendly manner made him an instant 
hit with the fans, The mailmen groan 
under the heavy load of fan mail that 
reaches his office every day. 

Some years ago Ray was seen twice 
weekly with shows coming from Bridge- 


port, Conn. as well as Washington, 
D.C. but now he has only one show 
out of Washington which is seen in 
many cities throughout the United 
States. Tapes of these shows appear 
in Europe and Africa thus making him 
a world-wide personality. 

Morgan has made thousands of per- 
sonal appearances in recent years but 
no mater what the gathering or what 
subject he is scheduled to talk about, 
it always ends up being wrestling. Ray 
loves the wrestling fans: 

"They are the most loyal and rabid 
of any sports fans, but they get out 
of hand sometimes," he chuckled. 

Morgan has watched just about all 
the greats of matdom in action and 
has seen fads and fantastic followings 
come and go for the wrestlers, but he 
remarked: 

"| have never seen a wrestler with 
the loyal following that Bruno Sam- 
martino has. Bruno is a true gentleman 
and this is the reason | feel he has 
become such an idol. It is not only his 
great ability. that has made him the 
star that he is." u 
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